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WITNESSING: 

FINDING COMMONALITY WITH MY NEIGHBOR

After some reflection and prayer, it is on my heart to continue with the subject of witnessing. I would like to delve into why we should and how we can be an effective witness for Christ.

I have included a couple of perspectives on witnessing to read. For further study these websites offer some examples of fundamentalist questions and answers:

http://www.whoisjesus-really.com/english/menu.htm
http://www.witness4christ.com/how2Witness.asp
http://www.greatcom.org/resources/toughquestions/
1. Why do we witness?

2. Who is my neighbor?

3. Should we just bash people over the head with scripture and leave it to God to sort them out in the end?

4. What are some ways that you could find to witness to those around you? Think about different people groups that God may be calling you to witness to. (e.g… Jews, Muslims, different racial groups, coworkers, teachers, people in the church, neighbors, immediate and extended family… etc.)

5. Keeping these groups in mind, what is witnessing?

6. For each group that you come into contact with, think of a starting point or common frame of reference that would serve to begin a spiritual dialogue.

7. When do I give up on someone and stop witnessing to him or her?

Billy Graham's Perspective on How to be a Witness
As you recognize Christ working in your life, you will want to tell others about Him and what He is doing for you. This can be relatively easy when the Holy Spirit is your guide and when you have a few Scriptures ready to share. God's Word is like a seed which, when planted in the human heart, can bear fruit for eternal life (John 4:36). Here are a few suggestions to help you "plant the seed" of God's Word:

1. Familiarize yourself with the Scriptures referred to in How to Become a Christian. Try to memorize these verses, so that you can quote them with confidence. 

2. As you read the Bible daily, underline additional verses that you will be able to use in witnessing. Memorize as many as you can. 

3. Begin to pray for individuals with whom you might share Christ. Trust God to provide the opportunities for you to talk with them, and the wisdom to know what to say. 

4. Spend time with these friends. Win their confidence by doing things with them and for them. If they see that you really care about them, they will be more likely to listen when you present the Gospel to them. 

5. Pray for opportunities to mention Christ in casual conversation. For instance you might simply ask, "What do you think happens after death?" or, "How do you think a person becomes a Christian?" Listen to their ideas and then say, "Here's what I believe." In giving your answer, quote applicable Bible verses. 

6. Take your friends to evangelistic services and discuss the message with them afterward. 

7. Start a Bible class in your home and invite your non-Christian friends. Read a chapter of the Gospel of John each week. Allow time for questions and discussion. Let the Holy Spirit speak to people through the Word.

Try to make it clear that becoming a Christian involves a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. You don't become a Christian by being good, by doing the best you can, or by joining a church, but by personally receiving Christ -- by trusting in Him as your personal Lord and Savior.
To find forgiveness, people must be willing to:

· Admit they are sinners in need of forgiveness. 

· Turn from their sin. 

· Believe that Jesus Christ died to save them from a life of sin and an eternity of separation from God. 

· Receive Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and Savior, and commit their lives to Him.

Give an opportunity for a response. If you sense that an individual sees his or her need, you might ask:

· Have you ever received Christ as your personal Lord and Savior? 

· Would you like to do so, right now?

Discuss Revelation 3:20 and John 1:12. Point out that:

· Christ stands at the door of your heart, knocking. 

· Christ will come in if He is invited. 

· When He does come in, you will become a child of God.

Lead the person step-by-step through the following suggested prayer:

Dear Father, I know that I am a sinner and need your forgiveness. I believe that Christ died in my place, paying the penalty for my sin. I am willing to turn from my sin. I now invite Jesus Christ to come into my heart and life as my personal Savior. I am willing, by your help, to follow and obey Christ as the Lord of my life. Amen.

Make certain that the new believer is trusting in the Word of God for assurance of salvation. Suggest that they get a copy of our Bible study course by notifying us of their commitment.



Just as there are physical laws that govern the physical universe, so are there spiritual laws which govern your relationship with God.
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	God LOVES you and offers a wonderful PLAN for your life. 


(References contained on this Home Page are linked to the actual verses from the Bible and should be read in context wherever possible.) 

God's Love 
"God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life" (John 3:16 NIV). 

God's Plan 
[Christ speaking] "I came that they might have life, and might have it abundantly" [that it might be full and meaningful] (John 10:10). 

Why is it that most people are not experiencing the abundant life?
Because... 
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	Man is SINFUL and SEPARATED from God. Therefore, he cannot know and experience God's love and plan for his life. 


Man Is Sinful 
"All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23).
Man was created to have fellowship with God; but, because of his stubborn self-will, he chose to go his own independent way, and fellowship with God was broken. This self-will, characterized by an attitude of active rebellion or passive indifference, is an evidence of what the Bible calls sin. 

Man Is Separated 
"The wages of sin is death" [spiritual separation from God] (Romans 6:23). 
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This diagram illustrates that God is holy and man is sinful. A great gulf separates the two. The arrows illustrate that man is continually trying to reach God and the abundant life through his own efforts, such as a good life, philosophy, or religion - but he inevitably fails. 

The third law explains the only way to bridge this gulf... 
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	Jesus Christ is God's ONLY provision for man's sin. Through Him you can know and experience God's love and plan for your life. 


He Died in Our Place 
"God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us" (Romans 5:8). 

He Rose From the Dead 
"Christ died for our sins...He was buried...He was raised on the third day, according to the Scriptures...He appeared to Peter, then to the twelve. After that He appeared to more than five hundred..." (1 Corinthians 15:3-6). 

He Is the Only Way to God 
"Jesus said to him, 'I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me'" (John 14:6). 
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This diagram illustrates that God has bridged the gulf which separates us from Him by sending His Son, Jesus Christ, to die on the cross in our place to pay the penalty for our sins. 

It is not enough just to know these three laws... 
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	We must individually RECEIVE Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord; then we can know and experience God's love and plan for our lives. 


We Must Receive Christ 
"As many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name" (John 1:12) 

We Receive Christ Through Faith 
"By grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, that no one should boast" (Ephesians 2:8,9). 

When We Receive Christ, We Experience a New Birth 
(Read John 3:1-8.) 

We Receive Christ by Personal Invitation 
[Christ speaking] "Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if any one hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him" (Revelation 3:20). 

Receiving Christ involves turning to God from self (repentance) and trusting Christ to come into our lives to forgive our sins and to make us what He wants us to be. Just to agree intellectually that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and that He died on the cross for our sins is not enough. Nor is it enough to have an emotional experience. We receive Jesus Christ by faith, as an act of the will. 

These two circles represent two kinds of lives: 

[image: image7.png]THE
SELF-DIRECTED
LIFE

SELF is on the throne

== Interests are directed by self,
resulting in discord, frustration

|— Christ is outside the life





 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.greatcom.org/laws/english/images/law4.2.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image8.png]THE
CHRIST-DIRECTED
LIFE

CHRIST is on the throne
Self is yielding to Christ

Interests are directed by Christ,
resulting in harmony with God's plan




Which circle best describes your life?
Which circle would you like to have represent your life? 

The following explains how you can receive Christ: 



You Can Receive Christ Right Now by Faith Through Prayer 
(Prayer is talking to God) 

God knows your heart and is not so concerned with your words as He is with the attitude of your heart. The following is a suggested prayer: 

"Lord Jesus, I need You. Thank You for dying on the cross for my sins. I open the door of my life and receive You as my Savior and Lord. Thank You for forgiving my sins and giving me eternal life. Take control of the throne of my life. Make me the kind of person You want me to be."
Does this prayer express the desire of your heart? 

If it does, I invite you to pray this prayer right now, and Christ will come into your life, as He promised. 

