Why is surrendering so difficult?

“We seek what one might call a relative omnipotence:  The power to have everything we want, to enjoy everything we desire, to demand that all our wishes be satisfied and that our will should never be frustrated or opposed.  It is the need to have everyone bow to our judgment and accept our declarations as law.  It is the insatiable thirst for recognition of the excellence we so desperately need to find in ourselves to avoid despair…”  (Thomas Merton)

Please read the following verses (I promise they only take 2 minutes total, I timed it!):      



· James 3:13-18 (Two Kinds of Wisdom)

· James 4:1-12 (Submit Yourselves to God)

1. What does James say is the evidence of wisdom?  (Vs. 3:13)

2. How does he characterize “earthly wisdom”?  What is the result of this type of wisdom?

3. How does he characterize “heavenly wisdom”?  What is the result of this type of wisdom?

4. Read Gal. 5:22 and compare it to James 3:17.  Do you see any similarities between what Paul referred to as the “fruit of the spirit” and what James is calling “heavenly wisdom”?

In Vs. 4:1, James asks, “What causes fights and quarrels among you?”

1. What kind of fighting is James referring to, and where is the battle taking place?

2. If you have experienced fighting and quarrelling either in your family or work, or elsewhere, how do you attempt to explain it?

3. How does this differ from the way James explains it in Verse 2?

4. What is James criticizing in 4:2-3?   What kind of wisdom is this type of thinking associated with?

5. Why do you think James uses the phrase “adulterous people” in 4:4?

(Read Mt. 6:24 and John 15: 18-19)  

1. What does Jesus say about God and the world in these verses?

2. What happens if we try to love both?  (1John 2:15-16)

3. How do we avoid loving the world and therefore avoid living with “earthly wisdom”?  (John 4:6)

In Ch 4:7-10, James offers us his own “10 commandments”.  Let’s name them:

1. ________________yourselves to God.  (Surrender)                        

2. ________________the devil.

3. ________________to God.

4. ________________your hands (clean up your lives)

5. ________________your hearts.

6. ________________

7. ________________(be remorseful)

8. ________________

9. ________________to mourning.

10. ________________yourselves before the Lord.

Of these, #9 seems to contradict what we studied last week about Joy and Laughter.

What do you think James means here when he tells us to “Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom”?

