Friday January 30, 2004

Experiencing Jesus together

A PRAYER REQUEST

	Jesus, You are my Sovereign King, my Lord and Savior.  I will surrender my will to Yours today.  I will rest in Your strength and will be confident of Your power.  I want to follow You every moment of the day!




VERSE TO CONSIDER

	Everyone in the world wakes up and chooses one of two directions.  Those who are self-led set their mind on getting what they want.  They live life on their terms.  Those who want to follow the Holy Spirit set their mind on His thoughts and what He wants.  The self-led life leaves you unable to taste any of the life Jesus offers and deadens all your senses from experiencing God.  But those who follow the Holy Spirit have increasing sensory perception of God and revel in His joy with great peace in their heart. 

Romans 8:5, 6 (Doug Sherman paraphrase)

Contemplate this passage and then write and share your thoughts.




QUOTE TO CONSIDER

	Write your thoughts, prayers or reflections regarding the following quote:

Our nature is to be self reliant, depending on ourselves and not asking much of Jesus.  We are often self willed wanting to do what we want, when we want, and how we want.  We are naturally self focused with most of our day consumed with thoughts about our needs, fears and worries.  When our soul is filled with self centered thinking, we squeeze God out and are empty and dry as a bone.




PASSAGE TO CONSIDER

	The Person Who Obeys  --  Mark 3:31 – 35

31Just then his mother and brothers showed up. Standing outside, they relayed a message that they wanted a word with him. 32He was surrounded by the crowd when he was given the message, "Your mother and brothers and sisters are outside looking for you."
33Jesus responded, "Who do you think are my mother and brothers?" 34Looking around, taking in everyone seated around him, he said, "Right here, right in front of you--my mother and my brothers. 35Obedience is thicker than blood. The person who obeys God's will is my brother and sister and mother."  The Message, by Eugene H. Peterson, published by NavPress.  © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002
What type of relationship does Jesus, the King of kings, want to have with us?

What is it that most causes you to live the self reliant life?

What benefits, blessings and experiences do you expect from obeying God’s will (living the God-led life) and from being Jesus’ brother?

Reflect on the blessings and experiences you have received from your relationship with God and share them with us.

Write a truth about God from this passage and share it with us.  (e.g. He is the most loving father you will ever know.  He is a Savior whose nature is to turn bad things into good.)
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