Failure

March 12, 2004

We all are faced with failure regularly.  Some, like myself, on a daily basis.  And for those who find themselves taking responsibility for so many areas in their lives, again like myself, when you fail to meet up to the responsibilities, the regret over failing someone can become crippling in running our race.  I remember well as a child, the greatest punishment I could have received was not anything that my parents directly did to me, but was knowing that I let them down.  The same goes for my relationship with the Lord.  Thinking about ways I've let Him down is almost unbearable.  But how does Jesus view failure?  How do we let Jesus down?  I ask the question because I truly believe that we may think we have let Him down when in reality He may be more concerned about how we respond to the failure (to mature us or not) or whether we are listening to Him at all.

Here's a set of interesting stats, quotes, and stories first:

· http://www.bible.org/illus/f/f-20.htm
· http://www.bible.org/illus/f/f-03.htm
Then, I'd like to use the following article for discussion points this Friday.

· http://www.bible.org/docs/nt/topics/l&m/l&m-31.htm
As a supplementary article, which makes excellent points not found in the previous article:

· http://www.bible.org/docs/splife/marks/marks-20.htm
1. From the first article the author says, "Failure is neither accidental nor incidental to Christian growth; it is essential".  Is this true?  Why or why not?

2. The same author says, "God not only permits sin, He purposes to include it in His eternal plan in such a way as to perfectly achieve His will, and yet without Himself being the originator of it".  What examples of failures in your own life have been used to give glory to God?

3. Do we no longer have blame for failure when Satan is working against us and God allows it and works it for good?  Why or why not?

4. Again the author says, "Position is not the pretext for status, but a platform for service."  The author mentions that Peter was viewed as the "eldest of the 12", inferring that he had leadership/influence within the group.  How can positions of influence (and we are all in influential positions) make you susceptible to failure?

5. In the 2nd article, the author talks about 3 kinds of failure: 1) Those who have a false sense of guilt because of a wrong view of success.  2)  Those whose mistakenly believe they are a success.  3)  Those who have genuinely failed.  Discuss a time when you experienced what you thought was success and it wasn't or failure and it wasn't.

6. Here's a heavier one:  Are failures/successes found in tangible achievements in life, in the process of life, or both?  If both, what do failures/successes look like in each?  Is one more important than the other? 

7. What are you risking failure on today?

