CHARACTER

1.  Define some qualities associated with a person of good character.

2. Consider and discuss an example of two different people in leadership positions, one person with seemingly good character, the other with little character.  How much does character matter in terms of leadership?  Can a person be a good leader and be of poor character?  

3.  Read Proverbs 20:7

“It seems the largest mail order seed company in the country decided to go out of business, despite the fact that sales were higher than ever.  Unfortunately, so were non-payments by their mail order sales force…the average age of these delinquent salesmen was ten years!  The final straw came when the company attempted to contact the parents, hoping they would help in collection, only to discover that the parents actually encourage the kids.  It’s unfortunate that later these parents won’t understand why irresponsible children become irresponsible adults.”   -Larry Burkett

Read Acts 17:11

“Most of our character is established early in life.  Adversity can help build it.  Coaches can help mold it.  But in our adult years, the only thing I’ve seen that can radically change a person’s basic character is a relationship with Jesus Christ.” – Tom Landry

What character qualities are we instilling in our children?

4.  Read Romans 5: 3-4

Part of God’s purpose is to produce character in his children.  Give some examples of how Jesus has tested and shaped your character.

“The only thing that walks back from the tomb with the mourners and refuses to be buried is the character of a man.  What a man is survives him.  It can never be buried.” - J.R. Miller

5.  The apostle Peter was willing to fight and die for Christ in the Garden of Gethsemane, but only hours later he denied his even knowing Jesus.  How did Jesus view Peter’s character and how does Peter’s character compare with that of Judas?

6.  Read Ezekiel 22:30

“In this desperately crucial, convulsive time, unavailability is a terrible sin.  The times demand big men.  Not men who are big shots (they’re useless), but men who are big in heart and mind.  Great men!  Large-souled men!  Men with a vision – whose feet are on the ground but whose eyes are on the far horizon.  Farsighted, selfless men.  Men with a goal!  Men whose hearts God has touched.  Men committed – dedicated to God and his holy, high purposes!  Men of integrity!” – Richard Halverson

With regard to the above quote, are we standing in the gap, filling these manly shoes?

