Read Gen. 3:1-6 Here we see that doubt was the first weapon used by Satan.  He uses doubt to gain a foothold in our minds.  He caused Eve to doubt God’s goodness, and therefore he succeeded in getting her to sin.  Our doubts can lead us to sin, but they can also lead to a strengthened, more confident faith in our God.  

            5 Types of doubters:

1. Congenital Doubter-These people are drawn like magnets to uncertainties and questions.  Always asking the question “What if?”  Faith does not come naturally for this type of person.

2. Rebellious Doubter-Have the attitude, “I’m not going to let somebody run my life or do my thinking”.  Arrogant pride is reflected in their attitude.  Common among young people who, in an attempt to rebel against their parents, choose to rebel against the God they believe in.  The key to this type of doubter is that most of them will not identify themselves as rebellious doubters.  

3. Disappointed Doubters-Their doubt stems from some sense of disappointment with God.  Maybe they prayed for something and didn’t get it, and are now wondering if God was ever really there.

4. Wounded Doubter-This type of doubter has been wounded either through personal turmoil, or their upbringing.  Maybe Mom & Dad taught Christianity but didn’t walk the walk.  Or they might have suffered from sort of tragedy, and now ask themselves “If there really is a God, why does this kind of stuff happen?”

5. Intellectual Doubter-There are hundreds of questions even the most gifted Christian theologian cannot answer definitively.  This type of doubter is hung up with one or more of these objections.  

Biblical examples of Doubt:

1. MT. 8:23-26  (Disciples)

2. MT. 11: 2-3  (John the Baptist)

3. John 20:25  (Thomas)

4. Mk. 9:22 (Demon-possessed son’s father) 

This boy’s father shows his doubt in v.22, and then tells Jesus what most Christians are sometimes afraid to tell Him in v. 24- “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief”.

5. Luke 1:13-20  (Zechariah, with an angel standing right in front of him!)

6. MT.14: 25-32 (Peter) This is the one I can really relate to.  Here is how I view these verses:

· First, we see Peter respond in faith to the sight of Jesus by saying, “Lord, if it’s you, tell me to come to you on the water”, and then taking steps toward Christ.

· He was carried on the water for a while through his faith in Christ’s power.  

· He then got distracted by his surroundings and the reality of the situation; took his eyes off of Jesus, and began to sink.

· HERE IS THE KEY!  When he felt himself beginning to drown, he called to Jesus for help, and Jesus pulled him up.  He got scared, as we all inevitably will at times, but he called for the one he knew could help him.  So he doubted, but he did not give up his faith in Jesus.

There are many others, but I think these are enough to show that even Christians who were in the presence of Christ experienced doubt.  

1. How did Christ respond to doubt?

2. What things contribute to feelings of doubt?

3. “The shame is not that people have doubts, but that they are ashamed of them”.  What kind of doubts do you wrestle with?

4. Is it possible that there is an ulterior motive behind your doubts, such as an unwillingness to take Jesus more seriously?

5. How has your picture of God been affected by your family or the church you grew up in?  Looking back, did you grow up with a biblically accurate view of God?

6. In my opinion, doubt is often caused by misconceptions of who God is, and what He has promised.  What are some common misunderstandings about faith?

7. What do you think is meant by the statement, “The struggle with God is not lack of faith, it is faith?”  Do you agree or disagree with this statement?

8. If faith never encounters doubt, how can we ever know its true power?

9. Here’s the situation:   Ashley (my 15 yr. old daughter):  “Dad, I know all about the bible.  I know how salvation works.  I understand it, I’ve been raised in it, and I’ve heard it from almost anyone who loves me. I’ve believed in Jesus since I was just a young girl, BUT, as I get older when I think of the reality of it all, I mean the literal reality; that we will live forever in a place called heaven, and others will be banished to live in a place called hell based on whether or not they believe in Jesus and accept him…..well, I want to believe it, but it just seems very far-fetched and surreal.”   How would you respond?

