“Faith is not the absence of doubt”

1. Have you ever felt embarrassed to admit that you are a Christian?

2. Where do you draw the line between asking God, and questioning God?

3. Undoubtedly, we have all dealt with some form of doubt at one point or another along our walk.  Some of us might refer to it as a “crisis of faith”.  What kinds of things have caused you doubt, and how have you overcome them?

4. Do you feel comfortable sharing your doubts with other Christians?  How about with other friends?

5. Do you ever think to yourself, “Those close to me would be shocked if they knew some of the doubts I have about my faith?”  Have you ever scared yourself with your doubts?

6. There is a difference between the person who just flat-out doesn’t want to believe, and the person who has the desire, but just can’t honestly take the leap of faith.  How do we approach each of these different types of people?

7. In case I haven’t convinced everyone that we all deal with some form of doubt: How confident are you that you know God’s will regarding the specific political, social, and moral issues facing our society today?

8. Do you ever feel somewhat “schizophrenic” about the relationship between your spiritual life (faith) and the rest of your life?

9. Have you ever felt like walking out of a church service because it felt contrived and empty to you?  

10. Would it bother you more to be thought of as a hypocrite or a cynic?

11. Here’s the situation:   Ashley (my 15 yr. old daughter):  “Dad, I know all about the bible.  I know how salvation works.  I understand it, I’ve been raised in it, and I’ve heard it from almost anyone who loves me. I’ve believed in Jesus since I was just a young girl, BUT, as I get older when I think of the reality of it all, I mean the literal reality; that we will live forever in a place called heaven, and others will be banished to live in a place called hell based on whether or not they believe in Jesus and accept him…..well, I want to believe it, but it just seems very far-fetched and surreal.”   How would you respond?

