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The degree to which we surrender control of our lives and others to the Lord Jesus Christ is the degree in which we become more like Him.   

While the extreme makeover show our wives watch deals with changing outward appearances only in hope of social acceptance and personal approval, our extreme makeover the Lord gives us is completely opposite and more like the “Home Edition” where the change begins on the inside and is more about making the inside far more than the occupants of the home ever hoped for.  It’s about radical change of a dwelling place in terrible condition into a beautiful home that is indisputably more beautiful than the residents could have ever made it in their own efforts.  But the owners must agree to submit the results of that makeover to the master designers and architects and builders to do with the home what they think is going to make the home beautiful.  

This is a nice picture of what God desires to do in the lives of all people.  Our lives without Christ often do look as miserable as the houses on the EM show.  When we finally come to that point where we not just ask Jesus to forgive our sins but to call the shots of our entire lives, regardless of what we may desire, and surrender to what He wants for us, it’s at that point the Lord cleans house.  He starts knocking out the drywall of selfishness, tearing out friendship infrastructure, and ripping up old bad-habit carpet using gentle but constant urgings.  You are often a bit uneasy at all the things that He indicates needs to be given up for Him to remove or replace, but because of your trust in Him from the great love He’s already shown and your desire to let Him see what He can do to tidy up the place, you agree to let Him continue.  You discover that as this Master Carpenter works in your life, the results look terrible at first.  That uneasiness of familiar walls, floors, and fixtures that are discarded really puts your trust in Him to the test.  You are tempted to protest why a perfectly good (or so you think) wall was torn down or a nearly brand new addition you just finished is bulldozed.  It goes back to control.  Are you willing to submit control to Him or keep it for yourself?  Keeping areas of your house off-limits to His plan only restricts what God can change and consequently postpones your own maturing into Him.  Pausing the renovation only pauses your own growth in becoming what God created you to be and do for Him.  The pivotal question in the project that lasts your entire lifetime is, who is in control?  And that’s the topic we will address today.

1) If you must have some things done a particular way, you may be a control-freak in that area.  Share some things with your table that drive you crazy if they aren’t done a certain way.  (By the way, I have this theory that the older we get, the more of these things we accumulate.  For those of you who know each other well, feel free to prove or disprove that theory on each other!).

2) Have you ever tried to control your wife?  Did your methods work?  (If so, tell the rest of us how you did it. ()  Seriously, why do our wives resist our decisions?  How might we get on the same page with our wives?

3) Have you seen dads live vicariously through their kids?  (Most recently, I’ve seen this on the ballfield).  Agreeing that doing this is bad, why do fathers do this?  How do Christian dads avoid these and other trappings while helping lead our kids’ activities?

4) Some kids listen to parents’ instruction while others reject it…many times the siblings in the same family can be on both sides of the spectrum of responses.  What are some control issues under the surface for both types of kids?  How can we turn the trend around for those kids that reject our leadership?

5) Name some areas of your life where it was difficult to give God control.  What were the results of relinquishing control?

6) Name some areas in another’s life where it was difficult to give God control.  What were the results of relinquishing control?

7) When does being in control become damaging?

8) As leaders, we hear a lot these days about “influence”.  Is there a difference between influence and control?

9) As I said first, the degree to which we surrender control of our lives and others to the Lord Jesus Christ is the degree in which we become more like Him.  Homework assignment:  If you don’t know what God is asking you to surrender to Him today, find out and then give it up for Him.  If you do know, don’t delay any longer!  Do it now!  Get over your control issues and let Him do something radical that will impact your life and the lives around you.

