What is Spiritual Discernment?

Scripture Verses:  Deut 18:21; Mal. 3:18; Heb. 5:14; John 7:17, 24; 1Thess. 5:19-21; Mat. 26:39
 “God never gives us discernment in order that we may criticize, but that we may intercede.”—Oswald Chambers

“Among the gifts of the Spirit scarcely one is of greater practical usefulness than the gift of discernment.  This gift should be highly valued and frankly sought as being almost indispensable in these critical times.  This gift will enable us to distinguish the chaff from the wheat and to divide the manifestations of the flesh from the operations of the Spirit”---A.W. Tozer

1. Discernment is sometimes used as a catch-word for speaking against others.  When do we cross the line from spiritual discernment to worldly criticism?
2. Have you ever had the experience of thinking that you were being led by God to do something, and it turned out not to be so?  What were the consequences?  What could/should have alerted you to this?

3. Have you ever sought God’s guidance on an issue and been completely surprised by the result?

4. Have you personally ever used “Gods’ will” as a cover for your own plans or ideas?  Are you doing so now?  What led you to do it, and how did it turn out?

5. Read 1Thess. 5: 19-21.  The verses seem to contradict each other on the surface.  It says, “Quench the spirit” and then “test all things”.  How do these two fit together?  How might they be seen as working against each other?  

6. Has your spiritual discernment “radar” ever troubled you in a church you were attending?  Or, did you ever have to confront a close friend or loved one when that same “radar” was going off?  Did you take any action?  How did things turn out?

7. List a couple people you would turn to when making a tough personal decision?  What is it about them that would cause you turn to them?   (You don’t really have to answer this on paper, but do you think there are people out there who would write your name down to answer this question?)  

8. Do you consider discernment more a gift or a skill?  If there is a skill component to it, then that would imply that we can improve it, and train our skill.  How do we go about doing that?

When discerning, the Christian must keep in mind why he/she is doing it. Ask yourself, "If I raise this issue, how am I pointing people to Christ? How am I helping them grow in the Spirit? In what way am I loving them?"  If there's no answer to those questions, or if you have to stretch far and wide to come up with a complicated or weak answer, then it's best not to speak. Indeed, it's time to focus on listening, because it may be your time to learn.
“I have never learned anything while I was talking”—Larry King (among others)

· Do you consciously listen when the Spirit leads you to remain quiet, or is that difficult for you?

· If you’re like me, listening is not the problem.  Overanalyzing can also be a problem, and you are overly reluctant to take action when the Spirit is leading you.  Are you more of a listener, or do you lean more to jumping right in and taking action?  How do we find a balance between these two extremes? 
