Life Swap

Friday Morning, October 23, 2004

Willing to risk falling into a rut, today’s topic is birthed out of another popular TV show theme.  Wife Swap is the most recent reality show that takes the wives of 2 families and swaps them into the other’s family for 2 weeks.  In the end, at least 1 husband or wife realizes that they didn’t really have it so bad after all, a statement which is predicated on the idea that there must be a better family to be part of than the current one.  The whole notion that the grass is greener on the other side of the fence is a common experience that isn’t confined to the marriage and parent relationships.  It can be a career choice where your view of another man’s professional career choice must be better than the one you made.  It can be a better school for your kids, a better neighborhood, a more exciting circle of friends, a higher income level, more talent, more athletic skill, better general health, an more attractive appearance, a more spiritual church, and numerous others where you wish you were living another person’s life instead of your own.  The Word of God has a lot to say about these thoughts that can lead anywhere from personal disappointment to totally train-wrecking your life.  Here’s 3 for starters:

· Philippians 4:11-13

· 1 Timothy 6:6-10

· 1 John 2:15-17

· Matthew 7:13-14

Some of these questions can have very private/personal answers so keep in mind:  1) any discussions within the Friday morning guys needs to stay there and 2) answers to all questions are purely voluntary and no one should feel obligated to share any answer they want to keep personal.  However, the more vulnerable you are willing to become, the more you will grow from the discussion!  Also, don’t think you have to only stick to the questions below…feel free to ask your own questions at your table related to this theme.

1. What causes a man to sometimes wish they were living some part of another’s life?  What are the real problems behind wanting a life swap?

2. Think about how you have dealt with a grass-is-greener lie when you were confronted with it.  Would you have changed how you handled it?  Why or why not?

3. If you sense that your heart is starting to “emotionally attach” to another woman besides your wife, what should you do to effectively “unattach” yourself?

4. Does living out the purpose of your life mean that you need a job/career change?  How do you know the difference between when God is trying to teach you something in the job you are in, when He is urging you to a new job/career to align with the purpose He created you for?

5. Lack of contentment is part of the problem of wanting better.  Holy ambition is the desire to do more/better for God (see 1 Corinthians 9:25-27).  What is the difference between lack of contentment and holy ambition?  

6. Competition is also a powerful force to fuel or even create longings for greener pastures.  Is a competitive nature a blessing or a curse?

