All I Want For Christmas

Friday Morning, December 10, 2004

For Samantha, it’s her 2 front teeth.  For my parents, that our extended family can be together for Christmas.  Front page of November 28th Sunday local section took my eye.  It was a list of many different responses to what they wanted for Christmas.  Yes, it’s that time of year again and by this time most people have already filled out their lists, both lists.  Both?  Yes, the list of what I want and the list of what I’m going to get others.  It’s like 2 categories: 1) What I’m giving; 2) What I’m getting.

I’ve been asked by many people this year what I want for Christmas.  In turn, I’ve needed to ask what others want for Christmas so I can get them the best gift I can.  It’s how the season works and in the end, you hope that you got what you wanted and your gifts were what they wanted.  Now when asked what God gave as His gift to us, it’s easy…it’s the reason for the season after all:  Jesus is the most precious gift God the Father could give.  While free and easy to receive for us, very costly to give.  But what about the other part of the Christmas deal?  What is God getting?  (And you thought buying for that relative who already has everything was tough, what about the creator of the universe!).  That’s the subject of this week’s discussion.

Saying “All I Want For Christmas” sounds humble.  It could be translated “I don’t ask for much for myself but if I were to have just one thing it would be X”.  To ask in this way makes us sound deserving of being granted the wish.  But it all depends on why we are asking.  If we ask selfishly, we could be set up for a fall.  For example, if those around us got what they wanted and we didn’t, envy creeps in.  We don’t even realize that perhaps God has a request for us, but we were too busy with our own agenda and too hurt to hear what that was.  I don’t know about you, but I’m tired of always asserting what I think I need to have in life.  Why?  Because I’m wrong … a lot!  The better question is “Lord, what do you want for Christmas?”  The power in Christmas isn't found in what I get but what I give, why I give, and how I give it.  But it’s more than just giving God something we think He’d like, but finding out what He actually would like to have first.  When we do that first, I think we’d actually get more out of Christmas, ironically backwards to the point being made.  But that’s if anyone thinks to ask Him.
Read: Matthew 25:31-46 and Matthew 6:8

1. What have you requested for Christmas that could be put into the “All I Want For Christmas” song?
2. Which category do you focus more on, what you are giving or what you are getting?  Is this a good indicator on determining which ranks higher in importance (yourself or others) in your life?
3. Some prayers for ourselves are disguised as prayers for others.  Ever prayed something like this before?:  Lord, please give my wife your peace and make her happy.  Is it bad to want something for Christmas for yourself?  Does it matter if a prayer like this is for yourself or not?

4. What do you think Jesus would ask for in His version of the song to you right now (keep in mind that as our requests change from year to year, His may too)?  Is it even reasonable to venture a guess of what to give Jesus who not only has everything, but has created everything?  If it is reasonable, how do you find out what Jesus wants for Christmas?

5. It’s easier to tell God in our prayer request time here what we want than it is to listen to what He wants.  What do you think God wants of us as a collective group?

Bonus questions if time allows:
1. Have you ever felt guilty that the gift you received from someone was far more thoughtful, appropriate, or expensive than the one you gave in return?  Knowing the great cost God’s gift of Jesus was to us, how do we give a gift to Him without doing it out of guilt?

2. Why is it that most people only ask God what He wants when their lives are in the valley?  In Mark 1:24 even the evil spirits asked Jesus what he wanted with them (out of fear and despair, of course).  Job searched for answers in his misery.  Have you or someone you know reached a low place in life where only then was God asked what He wanted?

3. Matthew 6:8 tells us that God already knows what we need.  Do you pray as if you are telling God something He may have overlooked?
