Field of Dreams

(Revisited)

Friday, May 20, 2005

If you build it, He will come …
Almost 2 years ago, we looked at the movie Field of Dreams, starring Kevin Costner as Ray Kinsella.  During that study, we looked at the metaphors in the movie that match well with our Christian walk.  

During our last look, we culminated with the final scenes of the film where Ray, after being denied the opportunity to see what’s in the cornfield, Shoeless Joe Jackson asks, “Is that why you did this Ray, for you?”  It would appear that the whole movie was about Ray doing what he did in service to someone else (his father).  But in the final twist, and one that is true of our walk as servants, we find the paradox of our faith when Shoeless Joe says, “No, Ray … it was you.”, revealing that it was, in fact, about him.

1. In the movie, Ray is working the field when a voice instructs him to build the baseball field.  This is, of course, done at the expense of prime farmland, prompting the townspeople to ridicule Ray.  Read Genesis 6:14-22.

a. Do you think that Noah faced the same ridicule that Ray Kinsella did?

b. What valuable things do you suppose Noah had to “squander” as he followed his faith in God?

c. Have you ever been asked by God to follow a path that appeared to be foolishness?

2. As the movie progresses, the Kinsella’s bills begin to pile up and the note on the farm is sold to a group of investors who are now pressuring for Ray to sell the farm.  What does Ray do?  He heads from Iowa to Boston, led by the voice.  Read Exodus 5:1-2; 18-21; 7:13-14.  Moses continues to follow the voice of God in spite of the challenges it brings the people.

a. Do you think it was an easy choice for Moses to follow God’s voice?

b. Ray’s choice seemed illogical.  How about Moses?  Can you think of others of God’s followers who made “illogical” choices at the command of God?

3. Now, Ray is forced with what appears to be THE choice.  He must either sell or be foreclosed.  Although the farm is his home, Ray makes a tougher choice.  His daughter falls from the bleachers and is not breathing.  While his wife, Annie, and Terrence Mann seek aid, Ray stops them, clearly placing his daughter at risk.  He senses that this is part of the plan.  Read Genesis 22:1-18.

a. Why did Abraham put his son, Isaac, at such risk?

b. Have you ever found that, in following God, just when you think you’ve been asked to risk it all, you find out that there is something of even greater earthly value that you are asked to place at risk?

As a side note to this segment of the film, if you recall, Doc Graham steps in and makes a great sacrifice, knowing the consequences, to save Ray’s daughter.  Is there a parallel to this?

4. As the movie comes to an end and as a result of Ray’s faithfulness in following the voice regardless of the risks, his brother-in-law (until now leading the charge to foreclose or buy out) sees the truth about the field and instructs Ray to “don’t sell the farm …”.  Ray has the opportunity to reconcile with his father, and the farm/field begins to reap in the harvest of thousands of tourists coming to see the field and the game (“feel free to look around, it’s only twenty dollars per person”).

a. Think of Paul and the example here.  Do you think his faithfulness to follow God caused others to see the light?

b. Where have you seen this modeled in current times?  Are you modeling this and helping to open other’s eyes?

5. If you build it, He will come.
a. What do you think “it” is?

b. Do we have to make a choice to build “it”, or can that be done for us?

c. What are you doing to build “it”?

