Dealing with Church Differences
Men-Sharpen-Men
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· Scripture:  As iron sharpen iron, so one man sharpens another.  Proverbs 27:17  
Do you agree or disagree with following statement?  “Agreement makes us soft and complacent; disagreement brings out our strength.  Our real enemies are the people who make us feel so good that we are slowly, but inexorably, pulled down into the quicksand of smugness and self-satisfaction.”  
Acts Chapter 15 begins and ends with two sharp disagreements in the church.  The first was theological; the second personal.  The first was between acquaintances; the second between close friends and colleagues.  The first was over essentials; the second over non-essentials.  The first could not be resolved by “agreeing to disagree”; the second could.
· Scripture:  Acts 15: 1-20
In Acts 15:1 and Acts 15:5, some men from Judea began to teach the Christians: “Unless you keep the ancient Jewish custom of circumcision taught by Moses, you cannot be saved.”  Who were these guys and what were their real issues?  Do you know any of these people today?  If so, what are their issues and how do you deal with them?
What is Peter talking about in Acts 15:10 when he says to the apostles and elders “Why are you burdening the Gentile believers with a yoke that neither we nor our ancestors were able to bear?”  

· Scripture: Acts 15: 36-40

In these verses, Paul and Barnabas had a sharp disagreement regarding the inclusion of John Mark on their second missionary journey.  How could Paul, a preacher of the grace of God, be so opposed to allowing John Mark to accompany them?  Was Paul judging John Mark to be unworthy?  Did he not trust John Mark?  In your opinion what was going on in Paul’s thought process?  Have you ever been there yourself?  Why do you think John Mark left Paul and Barnabas during the first mission?
· Are there issues within the church that you could never “agree to disagree with”?

What is the difference between a conservative and a liberal Christian?  What is a Fundamentalist Christian?  What is the New Age Movement?  Do you find these labels complimentary or offensive?  What would Jesus say about denominational differences within the Christian faith? 

Other discussion topics:

· When referring to geographic area, north is generally considered “up” and south as “down”.  Luke writes “Some men came down from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the brothers….” (Acts 15:1), “….So Paul and Barnabas were appointed, along with some other believers, to go up to Jerusalem to see the apostles and elders about this question (Acts 15:2) despite that fact that Jerusalem is actually south of Antioch.  Do you think this description was written in this manner intentionally? 

· Was Mark describing himself in Mark 14:51 when he writes; “A young man, wearing nothing but a linen garment, was following Jesus.  When they seized him, he fled naked, leaving his garment behind.” 
· After Peter spoke to the church leaders in Acts 157-12, James addresses the council and appears to have the last word.  Does this imply to you that James had the final say in this matter?

· Bible Trivia:

Who wrote the book of Acts?

Who was Barnabas?

What is significant about the church at Antioch of Syria?  

Why was circumcision important?  
The Gospel of Mark is primarily based upon the accounts of which Apostle?

