Men Sharpen Men

Friday June 24th, 2005



www.men-sharpen-men.org
“As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another” - Proverbs 27:17 (NIV)

“If any man would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.”  Mark 8:34

“…you have been called, because Christ suffered for you leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.”  1 Peter 2:21

"IF ANYONE WANTS TO FOLLOW IN MY FOOTSTEPS, HE MUST GIVE UP ALL RIGHTS TO HIMSELF…"
Such as:
The right to revenge: "You have heard that it was said, 'Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth,' But I tell you, Do not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also." (Matt. 5:38, 39)

The right to dignity: "…Do not resist an evil person, If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him also." (Matt. 5:39b)

The right to justice: "…If someone wants to sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well." (Matt. 5:40b)

The right to freedom: "If someone forces you to go a mile, go with him two miles." (Matt. 5:41)

The right to control my resources: "Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you…Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth…But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven…For where you treasure is there your heart will be also." (Matt. 5:42; 6:19a., 20a, 21)

The right to hate my enemies: "You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you…" (Matt. 5:43-44a)

The right to recognition: "Be careful not to do your 'acts of righteousness' before men, to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven." (Matt.6:1)

The right to bear a grudge: "…If you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins." (Matt. 6:14b, 15)

The right to judge others: "Do not judge, or you too will be judged. For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you." (Matt. 7:1,2)

The right to anything: "…Any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple." (Lk. 14:33b)

Because, "…The man who wants to save his life will lose it, but the man who looses it for my sake will save it." (Lk. 9:24, Philips Translation)

+Adapted from "Twelve Terms of Surrender" http://www.scruples.org/web/seminars/pssb/chapter

QUESTIONS:  

(Developed by Rick Thatcher – Men’s Life, Bloomington, IN)
1. What does it mean to you when Jesus says, “Follow in my footsteps.”

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Jesus said, “If anyone wishes to come after me, let him deny himself…”, what does it mean to you to deny yourself?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Do you agree with the idea of giving up your rights to follow Jesus?  Why or why not?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Which three “rights” listed above are going to be the hardest to give up?  Why?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. List two rights that you want to give up.  What will be the hardest part to giving them up?  What action steps can you take to give up these rights?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________
