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6:00am Friday Morning, July 8, 2005

If these notes to prepare us for discussion sound disjoint, I’m not surprised.  That’s how my faith feels a lot these days.  There’s an unrest I live with when my questions become stumbling blocks in my spirit.  
· What is God really up to when I see prayers for things that really matter appear to go unnoticed while “answers” to other prayers simply be the natural course of events where God may not be doing much?  
· Is my hope in God only a tool to better my life because in the end, it really is about what I get out of it?  
· What really happens when I come out of yet another “dark night of the soul” funk and back to “spiritual man”?  Is it just convincing myself to stick with what I know and am comfortable with or is it something real?  Is it using whatever God has taught me as a springboard back to my business-as-usual life which at another point will only result in another funk?
· When church leaders disappoint us personally, why do we (or the leaders) have this need to keep it hushed as if there is something to hide or we feel it would do “Kingdom” damage to bring it up?  There’s a uneasy feeling of dishonesty with that and other situations like it (we all know about the bomb-shell scandals...I wonder if they would still become bomb-shells if discussion were more open).  
· I’ve often scoffed at those who simply give the last word of their faith as “God said, I believe it, and that settles it” citing how we can’t turn our brains off when coming to God.  But yet when I dig in, faith is not completely rational either…God simply cannot be proved, fully known, or even fully explained.  And then I wonder why I am just now having trouble with that sort of trust?

· You try to encourage me by saying “look at what God has done because of your faithfulness”.  I’ve witnessed so many adults and kids put their trust in God for the first time at baptisms or in the Heir Force room.  But with all that time and effort, I look at the results or “fruits” and don’t see that much change in people’s lives.  What was I really doing anyway?  I obviously thought I was doing far more than what actually was occurring.  Why keep doing the same thing when I now know what the result will be?
· And to the above questions, if there is a satisfactory explanation someone can give, why does that only partially help?  Isn’t gaining answers about life puzzles what I’m looking for?  If not, what am I looking for?
· And why do I sense some sort of betrayal within myself by even bringing up this topic as a point of discussion?  Am I worse off than I thought?
Please understand I’m not ready to jump ship (again, even feeling the need to reassure you disturbs me…like I’m trying to play some sort of cover-up game or something: yuck!).  I’m just bringing up some things that come to mind now, whether they are deep concerns or just random curiosities, because there is a good chance someone else has had similar thoughts before.  I want to avoid the cliché answers we all have well-rehearsed and honestly examine those periods of our lives when we find ourselves with more questions than answers about God’s role in our lives and where it’s all going.  You may find yourself in the middle of such a time.  You may have just come out of a period (and you’ll have a lot for the rest of us to hear from you!).  And you may be far from such a time.  But we all go through something like this…and often more than once at varying degrees.

I’ve noticed that my faith sometimes migrates from my relationship with Him to what He has done for me.  I’ve noticed that the causes for these periods of uncertainty are varied.  It could be that I’ve replaced my relationship with God with something else.  It could be I’ve spent myself and am disappointed in the results.  It could be life has dealt me something that doesn’t fit with my faith.  It may be I ride too much on emotion so when that’s gone, I fear something terribly wrong and lose hope.  Incidentally, I did some looking around for the word “hope” and the object of many writer’s hope in scripture is the Lord (1 Peter 1:3, 1 John 3:3, 1 Timothy 4:10, 1 Thessalonians 1:3), but I digress.
Here’s a bit of how I currently resolve things:  God doesn’t make sense but yet, I still choose Him regardless.  Read Daniel 3 and focus in on verse 18.  There is an attitude of following God even if he doesn’t get them out of their predicament.  Powerful.  In Matrix Revolutions, Smith is fighting Neo and after dealing Neo a crushing blow that should have ended his life, Neo slowly gets back up.  At that point, Smith asks Neo why he persists in getting back up and runs through a series of reasons why Neo might do so (Smith believes that humans never really choose anything…they simply do as a result of their environment…I eat because I’m hungry, I hit you because you angered me, etc).  Neo’s answer is one that has stuck with me: “I choose to”.  Have you ever been at a point in your life where what you don’t understand about God is growing faster than what you do understand about Him…so much so that you aren’t left with a lot of concrete reasons why you follow God, but that you simply choose to?
Psalm 42-43 has reminded me that Psalms contains passages that embody almost any experience throughout my Christian walk.  Cool stuff.
Oh yeah, questions (as if I need more ():

1. How much of what you believe is a result of what God has done for you?  Is it bad to base belief on this or not?  Explain.
2. How do you deal with the questions that seemingly don’t have any answers to them?
3. Does getting “back” in the Word help resolve issues or does it cause you to doubt further because you can’t decide whether it really is doing something or is just influencing your highly-persuadable mind into something euphoric?
4. How much of our questions should we make public?  Does it matter if you are in positions of church leadership?
Important Last Step After Discussion

1 Kings 19 is the text for a sermon called “Elijah’s Meltdown” from the Mars Hill Bible Church website.  Go to this site: http://www.mhbcmi.org/listen/index.php.  Select the mp3 icon next to Jun 05, 2005 (Week 331).  You’ll be asked to type in a valid e-mail address.  Once entered, you simply download the mp3 and you’re set to listen.  Even if you are not in the throes of burnout, feelings of futility or weariness, Jeff Manion (the speaker) is worth a listen…best 42 minutes I spent today.

