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Scripture:
Luke 16:1-15

1) How do you define shrewd?  Generally speaking, do you view a shrewd person in a positive or negative manner?  Some definitions of shrewd from the dictionary include: evil, mischievous, artful, cunning, astute, clever, biting piercing and sharp.  
2) In this parable the manager was about to be fired by his boss the rich man.  What are grounds for dismissing an employee?   Is firing an employee something that a Christian would do?  Have you ever had to fire an employee?   Have you ever been fired from a job, and how have you dealt with it?

3) In the second verse, the rich man alleges the manager has acted improperly and instructs him to get his report in order because he is going to be dismissed.  It appears that no matter what explanation is given, the rich man is going to fire the manager.  Is the rich man acting too hastily in this case?  

4) In verses 3-7, the manager crafts a plan to make provisions for his future.  The plan involves utilizing the assets of his employer to help others.   Is this stealing?    

5) In verse 8, the rich man commends the dishonest manager for acting shrewdly.  Was the rich man commending the manager for reducing debts owed by his debtors or was he commending the manager’s plan to gain friends who may help him in the future?
6) What does Jesus mean in verse 9 when he instructs us to use our worldly resources to benefit others and make friends, so that when it is gone we will be welcomed into eternal dwellings?   What are eternal dwellings?
7) What are the “true riches” that Jesus is talking about in verse 11?

8) In verse 13 Jesus says you cannot serve both God and money.  How can you tell if you are a servant to money?  Is it wrong to want a big house, new car and nice clothing?
9) Do you think wealth is a sign of God’s blessing?  Is it ok to pray for prosperity?
