The Devil Made Me Do It
October 14, 2005
During a weekend service I recently attended, the pastor taught on Matthew 13 and the parable of the sower.  As I listened, it occurred to me that, too often we give Satan more credit than he is due.  We are quick to jump to the conclusion that the sin in our (and others) lives, as well as the burdens and consequences are a result of the direct actions – the cause – of Satan and his minions.  Somehow, we are of such importance to Satan that he spends each day plotting and engaging us to lead us astray.  Or are we, in fact, simply looking for a scapegoat to whom we can cast off our responsibilities?

Scripture:

18"Listen then to what the parable of the sower means:  19When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is the seed sown along the path.  20The one who received the seed that fell on rocky places is the man who hears the word and at once receives it with joy.  21But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls away.  22The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful.  23But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the man who hears the word and understands it. He produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown."  (Matt 13:18-23 NIV)

Discussion:

1. Where, in this parable, does Satan have a role?  How does he go about his work?  Explain.

2. For many who receive the word, what does Christ instruct them to expect?  

a. Do you accept this result to be true or should you be exempt?

b. Do you know those who do not and do feel they should be exempt?

c. How do you counsel those who not accept this possible outcome?

3. Christ refers to troubles and persecution.  To whom or to what does He attribute those troubles?  Is this hard to reconcile?  Why or why not?

4. Read Genesis 3:1-6.  In this scripture, who was tempted by Satan?  Who, specifically, did God banish from Eden?  What might have happened had Adam taken responsibility for his actions?

5. Where have you allowed yourself to claim “The devil made me do it”?  What might have happened had you accepted the responsibility?

