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The Faith and Wisdom of Children

Friday, November 11, 2005

In Matthew 18, Jesus calls us to humble ourselves as little children in order to get into heaven. We will explore how to do this from the eyes of a Child and what Christ meant by this passage.

Scriptures and discussion page:

Matthew 18:1-6

1  At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus, saying, Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?

2  And Jesus called a little child unto him, and set him in the midst of them,

3  And said, Verily I say unto you, Except you be converted, and become as little children, you shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.
4  Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven.
5  And whoso shall receive one such little child in my name receives me.
6  But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe in me, it were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea.
· What does Jesus mean by this passage?

Pr 22:6  Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.

Pr 23:24  The father of the righteous shall greatly rejoice: and he that begets a wise child shall have joy of him.

Pr 29:21  He that delicately brings up his servant from a child shall have him become his son at the length.

· This passage tell us that we have some responsibility to raise our children but that there will be reward for this. How does this relate to us as children of God?

Pr 22:15  Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; but the rod of correction shall drive it far from him.

Pr 23:13  Withhold not correction from the child: for if you beat him with the rod, he shall not die.

Pr 29:15  The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left to himself brings his mother to shame.

1Co 13:11  When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things.

· These verses seem to contrast the humility of a child. How does this reconcile?

For those who do not have access to children, focus the above questions and on how you thought as a child when you were younger vs. now. 

· How have you grown? 

· In what ways do you wish that you were still like a child?

Assignment for those who have access to children:

Ask your children, nieces, nephews, or little brothers and sisters the follow questions:

(This might work well if you ask two or three questions every night and talk about the answers as kind of a teaching time.) but don't put words in their mouths
1.) What do you think God thinks about?

Sample answer: "He thinks about Heaven" Madison H. age 5

2.) What do you think makes God laugh?

Sample answer: "When the devil doesn't have his wings" Madison H. age 5

3.)
What do you think makes God sad or angry?

4.)
What do you think Heaven is like?

Sample answer: There are streets of gold there, I know. I imagine it is a wonderful place. There is no death, pain, suffering, and no Satan. Madison H. age 5

5.)
Do you think there are animals in Heaven?

Sample answer: "Yes, I think good animals are in Heaven. There must be because there are lions flying around there." Madison H. age 5

6.)
What do you think is important to God?

7.)
Why did God create you?

8.)
Why do you think God wrote the Bible?



What is the message of the Bible?

9.)
What is the difference between a father and a mother?

10.)
Should people who know God live life differently than those who don't? How?

11.)
What is your favorite thing about God?

12.) Is Jesus God?

13.)
If Jesus were here today, what would he say to your mother and father? To the president? To you?

11.) What is Sin?

