


Thanksgiving - Being thankful for Daily Miracles

Scripture – 1 Kings 17:7-24

       Matthew 20:29-34

Brothers, it has been a long time (nearly four months) since I have been with you on a weekly basis.  As this is Thanksgiving week, I thought it would be appropriate to reflect on what we are truly thankful for.

As usual, I am leading from my weakness.  I have been blessed with good health, a loving beautiful wife, two healthy intelligent children, a good job, a beautiful house, wonderful friends etc, etc, and yet I still at times feel sorry for myself, and although I have a million miracles daily in my life, I choose not to focus on the daily miracles, but instead the “perceived” misses of my life.
The widow at Zarephath –  1 Kings 17

 Verse 7 -12

1.  Please read the scripture together.  At this point in history for the widow, famine has been ongoing, she is at the end of her rope.  She has lost everyone in her family, except her son, who is dying of starvation.  She has made a decision to have one last meal … and die.  Have you ever been this thirsty or this hungry or watched everyone that you know die of hunger and thirst?  
Many people around the world deal with this daily. Isn’t it a miracle that most of us can not even imagine it personally?
Verse 13-14

2.  Elijah asked her to share the last of her food, and promises that her food would not run out?    Would you?          Why or Why not?

Verse 15-16

3.  The miracle of the jar never running out happens day after day and the widow becomes accustomed to it .   What miracles have become so normal for you that you no longer are in awe of them (or perhaps even grateful)?

Verse 17-18
4.  The son stops breathing…. Do tragedies, tests etc happen in our lives to pay us back for our sin?     What is a test that you are going through now?    Is that test keeping you from seeing the miracles that God has blessed you with?
Verse 19-23

5.  Elijah cries out and questions God……….. Some people think it is sinful to question God or to be angry with him when tragedy strikes.   Do you agree?   Why or Why not?

Verse 24

6.  “Now” she knows that Elijah is a man of God and that he speaks truth….  Why do you think the daily miracle of the never ending jar of flour and jug of oil did not convince her?    Can you relate?

Matthew 20:29-34

It was good SEEING you all again.   Thank you Jesus 

