Prediction and Prognostication

January 6, 2006

As we enter a new year, it seems to be common practice to refresh the set of “predictions”.  Of all the predictions, the most common and widely discussed always seems to be the coming of the end of the world.  These predictions vary from the highly probably to the highly bizarre.  As examples consider:

· The “2000” bug will cause widespread panic, system failures and economic collapse.  Seemed plausible at the time, but in hindsight turned out to be more bizarre than real.

· Many “new age” followers considered the year 1999 to be the end since, of course, 1999 turned upside down has a “666” in it.  Pretty circumstantial – kind of like John burying Paul.

· According to a Christian pastor appearing on The History Channel’s Armageddon, the description of everyone in the world seeing Christ simultaneously is clearly now possible thanks to CNN, FoxNews and the Internet.

The Bible clearly tells us of signs and “milestones” on the road to the end.  So as we see and hear of these claims predicting the end of times, how are we to react?

As a warm up, think about predictions you’ve heard.  Share those as a group, looking for the wild and bizarre.

Read Matthew Chapters 24 and 25.

1. What does the Bible say about predicting the future?  Read Deut 13:1-3, Prov 27:1, Eccl 8:7, Acts 16:16-18





2. From the flavor of the verses referenced in Question 1, how does that reconcile with those who have the gift of Prophesy?





3. In Matthew 25, Jesus tells two parables illustrating his description of the end times from Chapter 24.  What do these parables teach us about our responsibilities in watching for the end times?





4. Re-read Matthew 24.  Can we predict the end?

