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“Iron Sharpens Iron as One Man Sharpens Another” (Proverbs 27:17)
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“The Generous Heart”

(The Discipleship Journal – Rewards of Stewardship)

The heart of stewardship, as God defines it, is the virtue of generosity.  Think about it:  The Master for whom we “Steward” is the one who “so loved the world that he gave” (John 3:16).  Effective stewards adopt the values and concerns of their master.  They joyfully participate in what is important to that master.  And our Master has been participating in acts of generosity since day one.

Paul encouraged the Christians in Ephesus to “be imitators of God . . . as dearly loved children” (Eph. 5:1).  Let’s explore the generous heart of the one who made us, and then we’ll consider how we might imitate Him.

1. Review Job’s struggles and attitude during these struggles.  Job was a very wealthy man who had an unbelievable attitude when it came to the trials he faced.  We may find it easier to adopt Job’s attitude and hold our wealth (be it in the form of money, health, giftedness, influence, etc.) with more open hands when we remind ourselves of its source.  How do the following verses describe the extent of God’s Ownership?

Dt.10:14

Job 41:11

Ps. 50:9-12

Ps. 95:4-5

Hag. 2:8

1 Cor. 6:19-20

2. God is unlike any other owner.  For the inclination of his heart has never been to hoard; it has always been to give.  How do these verses describe the extent of God’s generosity?

Ps. 103:2-5

Ps. 115:16

Is. 40:29

Ezk.36:26

Mt. 6:31-33

Jn. 3:16  

Ro. 5:5 

Ro. 6:23

Eph. 4:11-12

3. Let’s make God’s generosity even more personal.  Write a word or phrase of ten different things that describes something God has given you.
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4. Did making this list cause you to think differently about what you have received from God?  Explain.

5. What are some benefits God promises to the generous?

Prov. 11:25

Mal. 3:10

Lk. 6:38

2 Cor. 9:6

6. Describe a time when you shared generously with someone else (of your money, possessions, time, skills, wisdom etc.) 

7. What was the benefit to that person?

8. What was the benefit to you?

