Sinners, Repentance, the Law of God, and Grace

I heard a sermon the other day by a man named Ray Comfort who spoke of the Law of the Lord and of how we try to tell people about the love of Jesus and about grace without explaining to them that the reason they need Jesus is that they are guilty of the law. When I heard about this guy, I admit that my first response was "Oh great, another fire and brimstone preacher talking about damnation and judgment of God". 

I decided to listen, and I heard him speak of our tendency to offer to people what is called "cheap grace". After hearing this sermon 3 times, I was very convicted, and I had to admit to myself that in many conversations with my unsaved friends I try to avoid conflict and just hope and pray that people will be convicted of their sin by the love of Christ. I had to introspect and acknowledge that I have been guilty of blinding people with the light of Christ by not showing them what that light illuminates. This sermon can be a great way for us to look at the purpose of the law and of Christ's gift of grace.

The message contains some deep theological implications, and maybe we can process through this for a couple of weeks. I believe there is another side to this discussion, so maybe as a follow up we can continue into next week

This message is about 50 minutes long, and I realize that we only have about an hour and 15 minutes or so for our group to meet. So I suggest that we need to start at about 6:10 if we will have any time for discussion. I also realize that even bringing up a subject like condemnation under the law is controversial. But I think some of the points that this guy makes are right on the money and also that we are mature enough to handle them. I have included all of the Scripture passages that he references so that we can follow along in scripture to what he is saying.

Scripture passages to follow along:

Psalm 19-7-10

Romans 3:19-20

1 John 3:4

Romans 7:7-8

Galatians 3:23-25

Luke 10:25-28

Luke 18:18-25

1 Timothy 1:8-10

Romans 2:11-15

Questions:

1. What is the purpose of the law?

2. Can you be saved without understanding your sin and repenting? Why or why not?

3. What is a false convert? How do we know if a conversion is true?

4. Is there any Scriptural evidence for someone being saved without being convicted under the law?

5. How do people who are "unsaved" view the Law of God?

