Marketing Christ

March 10, 2006

In the past, we’ve had several discussions that touched on issues around publicity for churches and the outright “marketing” of Christ.  We see it everywhere, ranging from the televangelists to billboards and everything in-between.  Consider the following examples:

· You go see a Christian artist and there’s a table setup outside the venue to sell T-shirts or the artist’s latest CD or the guest speaker at church has his/her latest book for sale in the foyer

· A televangelist creates a themed amusement park as part of their ministry

· A local church uses attention-grabbing billboards with a vague website address (sorry, I had to include that one!)

GROUND RULES:  I’m venturing on thin ice here as, if it’s not obvious, this topic is somewhat borne out of the recent “buzz” about billboards and churches addressing sex.  In facilitating this discussion, we will stay on the more “generic” level of marketing vehicles and not on the specific level of Jim & Tammy Faye, Chris Tomlin or GCC.  I will be quick to stifle discussion that attacks any individual’s or church’s intentions or “heart”.  I want us to dig deeper and explore the “why’s” rather than the “what’s”.

Here’s scripture to consider (note, I would encourage an exploration of the actual Greek/Hebrew meaning behind some of the key operative words in these passages):

· 1 Peter 2:21-22 and Isaiah 53:9

· 2 Cor 4:2

· 1 Thes 2:2-3

· Prov 14:8

· Matt 28:19-20

· 1 Kings 18:22-24

Discussion Questions:

1. What does it mean to market?  To disciple? To evangelize?  Is there a difference?



2. Is it possible to “oversell” the value proposition that Christ offers?  What about overplaying certain elements?



Is there a “line” that can be crossed in trying to get people to come to Christ?  In other words, can we go too far?  By hook or by crook
?  Do the “ends justify the means”?  WWJD (or HCWKWJWDUWKWJD
)?

� "by hook or by crook" (Phrase Origins).  This phrase formerly meant "by fair means or foul", although now it often (especially in the U.K.) means simply "by whatever necessary means".  The first recorded use is by John Wycliffe in “Controversial Tracts” (circa 1380).  Theories include:  a law or custom in mediaeval England that allowed peasants to take as firewood from the King's forests any deadwood that they could reach with a shepherd's crook and cut off with a reaper's billhook; rhyming words for "direct" (reachable with a long hook) and "indirect" (roundabout); beginners' writing exercises, where letters have hooks and brackets are "crooks"; and from "Hook" and "Crook", the names of headlands on either side of a bay north of Waterford, Ireland, referring to a captain's determination to make the haven of


the bay in bad weather using one headland or the other as a guide.  Source: [Mark Israel, 'Phrase Origins: "by hook or by crook"', The alt.usage.english FAQ file,(line 4953), (29 Sept 1997)]





� How Can We Know What Jesus Would Do Unless We Know What Jesus Did?





