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Scripture:

Proverbs 27:17 

Acts 17: 10-12

Acts 17: 16-23

1 Corinthians 2: 1-2

1 Corinthians 3: 1-9

2 Corinthians 10: 3-6

Philippians 1:15-17

1 Thessalonians 2:3-5

Discussion Questions:

1. In your opinion, who has done outstanding work in marketing Christ?  

2. Is there a proper way to market Christ?  On what basis do you form your response?  Is there a “line” that can be crossed in trying to get people to come to Christ?  In other words, can we go too far?  By hook or by crook
?  Do the “ends justify the means”?  WWJD (or HCWKWJWDUWKWJD
)?

3. What is Paul referring to in 2 Corinthians 10: 4 as the Devil’s strongholds?  What are God’s mighty weapons? 

� "by hook or by crook" (Phrase Origins).  This phrase formerly meant "by fair means or foul", although now it often (especially in the U.K.) means simply "by whatever necessary means".  The first recorded use is by John Wycliffe in “Controversial Tracts” (circa 1380).  Theories include:  a law or custom in mediaeval England that allowed peasants to take as firewood from the King's forests any deadwood that they could reach with a shepherd's crook and cut off with a reaper's billhook; rhyming words for "direct" (reachable with a long hook) and "indirect" (roundabout); beginners' writing exercises, where letters have hooks and brackets are "crooks"; and from "Hook" and "Crook", the names of headlands on either side of a bay north of Waterford, Ireland, referring to a captain's determination to make the haven of the bay in bad weather using one headland or the other as a guide.  Source: [Mark Israel, 'Phrase Origins: "by hook or by crook"', The alt.usage.english FAQ file,(line 4953), (29 Sept 1997)]  





All said, the phase by hook or by crook was probably originated by a direct relative of August A. Freda.





� How Can We Know What Jesus Would Do Unless We Know What Jesus Did?











Acts 17:10-12 (New International Version) 





As soon as it was night, the brothers sent Paul and Silas away to Berea. On arriving there, they went to the Jewish synagogue.  Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true. Many of the Jews believed, as did also a number of prominent Greek women and many Greek men. 


Acts 17:16-23 (New Living Translation)


While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was deeply troubled by all the idols he saw everywhere in the city. He went to the synagogue to debate with the Jews and the God-fearing Gentiles, and he spoke daily in the public square to all who happened to be there.  He also had a debate with some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers. When he told them about Jesus and his resurrection, they said, "This babbler has picked up some strange ideas." Others said, "He's pushing some foreign religion." Then they took him to the Council of Philosophers.  "Come and tell us more about this new religion," they said. "You are saying some rather startling things, and we want to know what it's all about." So Paul, standing before the Council, addressed them as follows: "Men of Athens, I notice that you are very religious, for as I was walking along I saw your many altars. And one of them had this inscription on it--`To an Unknown God.' You have been worshiping him without knowing who he is, and now I wish to tell you about him. 





1 Corinthians 2:1-2 (New Life Version)





Christian brothers, when I came to you, I did not preach the secrets of God with big sounding words or make it sound as if I were so wise.  I made up my mind that while I was with you I would speak of nothing except Jesus Christ and of His death on the cross. 





1 Corinthians 3:1-9 (The Message)





But for right now, friends, I'm completely frustrated by your unspiritual dealings with each other and with God. You're acting like infants in relation to Christ, capable of nothing much more than nursing at the breast. Well, then, I'll nurse you since you don't seem capable of anything more. As long as you grab for what makes you feel good or makes you look important, are you really much different than a babe at the breast, content only when everything's going your way? When one of you says, "I'm on Paul's side," and another says, "I'm for Apollos," aren't you being totally infantile? 


Who do you think Paul is, anyway? Or Apollos, for that matter? Servants, both of us--servants who waited on you as you gradually learned to entrust your lives to our mutual Master. We each carried out our servant assignment. I planted the seed, Apollos watered the plants, but God made you grow. It's not the one who plants or the one who waters who is at the center of this process but God, who makes things grow. Planting and watering are menial servant jobs at minimum wages. What makes them worth doing is the God we are serving. You happen to be God's field in which we are working.


2 Corinthians 10:3-6 (The Message)





3The world is unprincipled. It's dog-eat-dog out there! The world doesn't fight fair. But we don't live or fight our battles that way--never have and never will. 4The tools of our trade aren't for marketing or manipulation, but they are for demolishing that entire massively corrupt culture. 5We use our powerful God-tools for smashing warped philosophies, tearing down barriers erected against the truth of God, fitting every loose thought and emotion and impulse into the structure of life shaped by Christ. 6Our tools are ready at hand for clearing the ground of every obstruction and building lives of obedience into maturity. 





2 Corinthians 10:3-6 (New Living Translation)





3We are human, but we don't wage war with human plans and methods. 4We use God's mighty weapons, not mere worldly weapons, to knock down the Devil's strongholds. 5With these weapons we break down every proud argument that keeps people from knowing God. With these weapons we conquer their rebellious ideas, and we teach them to obey Christ. 6And we will punish those who remained disobedient after the rest of you became loyal and obedient. 





Philippians 1:15-17 (The Message)





It's true that some here preach Christ because with me out of the way, they think they'll step right into the spotlight. But the others do it with the best heart in the world. One group is motivated by pure love, knowing that I am here defending the Message, wanting to help. The others, now that I'm out of the picture, are merely greedy, hoping to get something out of it for themselves. Their motives are bad. They see me as their competition, and so the worse it goes for me, the better--they think--for them.





1 Thessalonians 2:3-5 (The Message)





God tested us thoroughly to make sure we were qualified to be trusted with this Message. Be assured that when we speak to you we're not after crowd approval--only God approval. Since we've been put through that battery of tests, you're guaranteed that both we and the Message are free of error, mixed motives, or hidden agendas. We never used words to butter you up. No one knows that better than you. And God knows we never used words as a smoke screen to take advantage of you. 


    








