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	Money tends to dominate our lives; So much of our time is spent either making it, spending it, saving it, investing it, or giving it. Try not to spend any of it for a day. You will be surprised how much you depend upon it. The Gallop Poll recently showed that 56% of all divorces are the result of financial tensions and conflicts. How can we let the desire for things, devour our most intimate and our joyous relationship? 

Fortunately, the Bible has a lot of great advice on money management. Over half of Jesus’ parables deal with handling material possessions. In fact, Jesus spoke more about money than he did about either heaven or hell. There are two common myths about money:

MYTH #1: Money is evil. Actually money is neither good nor bad. It is neutral. It’s how you use it that matters. People often say "money is the root of all evil." But what the Bible actually says is “For the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil.”  (1 Tim 6:10)

Here's the point: We are to USE things and LOVE people. When we get that reversed we get ourselves into trouble. If we love things, we will end up using people. 

“I know of nothing more despicable and pathetic than a man who devotes all the hours of the waking day to the making of money for money’s sake.” John D. Rockefeller
MYTH #2: Money is the key to happiness. Obviously, that isn't true either. If money guaranteed happiness then those with the most would be the most happy. All you have to do is read the newspaper to explode that idea. Jesus said, "A man’s real life is not made up of the things that he owns. No matter how rich he may be.”(Lk.12:15) So how much money can I make without feeling guilty or getting into trouble?

Think about this: "It is better, much better, to have wisdom and knowledge than silver and gold.” King Solomon, “Money is like muck, not good except it be spread.” Francis Bacon

HOW MUCH IS ENOUGH?




Questions
1. Have finances ever affected your marriage or relationships?  How?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Read Matthew 19:21, 22.  21Jesus answered, "If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me." 22When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because he had great wealth.

Why do you think Jesus told him to go and sell everything?  Does a person have to be wealthy to hold tightly to money?  Why or why not?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. “You will never be content with what you want, until you are content with what you have.”  Do you agree or disagree with this statement?  Why?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Read Philippians 4:11-12 “I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances.  I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.” 

How do you think Paul could say this?  And what do you think he meant by it?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Mark Beeson talks about our Hearts and Money being connected with one another.  Linked together like a chain.  Do you agree with this statement?  Why or Why Not!

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What can you do to protect yourself from the LOVE of money and possessions? _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

