Ps 66:10  For You have proved us, O God; You have tested us, as silver is refined.

Ps 81:7  You called in trouble, and I delivered you; I answered you in the secret place of thunder; I tested you at the waters of Meribah. Selah.

Heb 11:17  By faith Abraham, being tested, offered up Isaac. And he who had received the promises offered up his only-begotten son,

1Co 10:13  No temptation has taken you but what is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted above what you are able, but with the temptation also will make a way to escape, so that you may be able to bear it.

Jas 1:13  Let no one being tempted say, I am tempted from God. For God is not tempted by evils, and He tempts no one.

Jas 1:14  But each one is tempted by his lusts, being drawn away and seduced by them.

Ex 16:4  Then the LORD said to Moses, Behold, I will rain bread from the heavens for you. And the people shall go out and gather a certain amount every day, that I may test them, whether they will walk in My law or not.

Ex 20:20  And Moses said to the people, Do not fear, for God has come to test you, and so that His fear may be before your faces, so that you may not sin.

De 13:3  you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams. For the LORD your God is testing you to know whether you love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul.

Jas 1:3  knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience

            This is a Test. This is only a Test.

As most of you know, last Monday I hurt my back at Camp Adventure. What you may not know is that the Lord was testing me, and I failed the first test, which caused my back to be damaged. I was healed of the damage and on Friday I was tested again. This time I was obedient and suffered no ill effects. This brings up an interesting topic for us as to the testing of our faith and obedience to the Lord. Read the previous scriptures and maybe bring a few that the Lord reveals to you for us. Mull over the scriptures and answer the following questions.

1. Why does God put us through tests?

2. How far does the testing take us? 

3. Do we only suffer if we fail the test or can I suffer if I pass?          Why or why not?

4. What is the difference between testing and tempting?

5. Why am I punished if I cave in to temptation when it was God who designed and gave me the body, soul, & spirit I have?

     6. What can I do to resist temptation and pass the tests?

