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No harmatian ponderings or abstract reasonings this time around.  Just a group of questions to check how well you are doing in the most important relationships of your life.

1. My summer is very busy this year.  So busy that it seems that each member of the family are doing their own thing.  Do you have time where your whole family is together?  How do you spend that time?  Is it time that you’ll remember fondly?  Will it have a long-term impact on your relationships?

2. When you are alone with your wife, what do you do (besides sex, Steve)?  

a. What kinds of activities are the most helpful for strengthening your relationship?

b. What things tear it down?

c. What things cause you to drift apart?  

d. What distractions interfere with your time?  

e. How do you decide what activities are unnecessary and what are crucial to your relationship?  

f. What things could make better use of your time together?

3. When you are alone with one of your kids, what do you do?

a. What kinds of activities are the most helpful for strengthening your relationship?

b. What things tear it down?

c. What things cause you to drift apart?  

d. What distractions interfere with your time?  

e. How do you decide what activities are unnecessary and what are crucial to your relationship?  

f. What things could make better use of your time together?

4. Andy Stanley writes 2 key principles for coaching.  “I can go farther and faster with someone coaching me than I can on my own” and “An effective coach does not need to possess more skills than the person he is coaching”.  Good coaches measure performance based on potential, not comparison with others.  Good coaches operate as if they, too, have something at stake in your performance so they are proactive in their instruction.  As fathers, we must prepare our kids for their next step in life, no matter what age they are.  What kind of coach for your kids are you?  What specifically are you doing to see them to their next level?

5. I’ve found it very easy to allow my wife’s decisions I disagree with whittle away at our relationship.  How do you keep from letting the little things unravel your marriage?

6. Are you the spiritual leader of your home?  Does that responsibility create conflict?  What are some things you do with the intention of spiritually feeding your wife?  Your son?  Your daughter?  Do you see evidence of spiritual growth as a result?

7. Based on study by Andrew Greeley, over 99% of marriages stay together when the couple regularly prays together.  Do you pray with your wife?  If so, what has been the most fulfilling part of it?  If not, what keeps you from doing it?

8. You’re in a group of guys.  One starts putting down his wife.  Another criticizes his kids.  How do you respond?

9. I love a party!  It’s great to take the family to another’s house for a party.  But even though you go as a family, I can spend more time with others than my own family, so does this time “count” as family time?
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