Sowing and Reaping

“Do not judge, or you too will be judged.  For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.  Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye?  How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own eye?  You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.  Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw your pearls to pigs.  If you do, they may trample them under their feet, and then turn and tear you to pieces.”

--Matthew 7:1-6

You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on someone else, for at whatever point you judge the other, you are condemning yourself, because you who pass judgment do the same things.

--Romans 2:1
Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as Christ God forgave you.

--Ephesians 4:32
1. How serious do we consider the biblical truth of sowing and reaping?

2. Have you realized a time in your life when you had sown “bad seed” and in return reaped a rotten harvest?

3. Conversely, have you realized a time when your good planting has been rewarded with a bountiful crop?

4. Why do we fault others or continue to try and change those around us?

5. Do you recall a time when God humbled you as a result of your criticism?

6. What about people you feel that have wronged you?  What is your response/attitude? *One honest perspective:  A pastor I know often says that when he hears someone has been talking about him in an unkind or judgmental way, he asks himself “Are they sowing or am I reaping?”  

*Excerpt from Battlefield of the Mind, by Joyce Meyer

