Of Idols and Graven Images

October 6, 2006

Read:  

· Exodus 20:1-6

· Deuteronomy 5:8; 27:15

· Numbers 21:8

· 2 Kings 18:4

Discussion Questions:

1. What is your definition of an idol?  A graven image?   A false god?  What are the differences and the similarities?

2. Why are we to avoid idols, graven images, and false gods?  What does God mean when He says He is a “jealous God”?

3. Are false gods and idols real?  Are they dangerous to us?  Discuss.

4. Give some examples of things today that, in your opinion, may be considered false gods, idols and graven images.  Why are they?  If you disagree, why are they not?  Here are some examples to get started:

· Money

· Cross or a crucifix

· Statues

· Rosary

· Candles or candelabra

· Bread and wine

Exodus 20:1-6:

1Then God spoke all these words, saying, 2"I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 3"You shall have no other gods before Me. 4"You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth. 5"You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the third and the fourth generations of those who hate Me, 6but showing lovingkindness to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments. (NAS)

Deut 5:8:

`You shall not make for yourself an idol, {or} any likeness {of} what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth. (NAS)

Deut 27:15:

`Cursed is the man who makes an idol or a molten image, an abomination to the LORD, the work of the hands of the craftsman, and sets {it} up in secret.' And all the people shall answer and say, `Amen.' (NAS)

Num 21:8:

Then the LORD said to Moses, "Make a fiery {serpent,} and set it on a standard; and it shall come about, that everyone who is bitten, when he looks at it, he shall live." 9And Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on the standard; and it came about, that if a serpent bit any man, when he looked to the bronze serpent, he lived. (NAS)

II Kings 18:4:

He removed the high places and broke down the {sacred} pillars and cut down the Asherah. He also broke in pieces the bronze serpent that Moses had made, for until those days the sons of Israel burned incense to it; and it was called Nehushtan. (NAS)

