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In beginning to coach my son’s football team, I’ve observed and learned a ton.  One thing I’ve noticed is there are a few members of the team that are so concerned about how another player is playing their position that they fail to play their own well.  They don’t like the position they are playing and want a “better” position to play.  However, playing them in the position they want can hurt the team’s performance.  To take it further, I think there are some kids that would rather be a someone else and are not comfortable with themselves.  The same dynamic can occur to us as Christians.  So when the favor of God appears to rest on a friend and you aren’t sure your getting the blessing you deserve, what happens?  This is a struggle many in the Bible have encountered.  The children of Israel wanted to have a king because they wanted to be like the other kingdoms, and God gave them Saul, but it ultimately lead them to exile after Solomon’s reign.  We see Jacob taking Esau’s blessing in the Genesis passage, pretending to be Esau.  We see Peter wondering what is going to happen to the “disciple whom Jesus loved” in the book under that same disciple’s name.  And those in active Christian service today have been confronted with looking as another servant of Jesus and have entertained the idea of swapping roles with them, wanting to even be that person, or even wishing for their failure.  The reasons for this temptation are as varied, but a common thread is that we aren’t satisfied in how God made us when we compare ourselves to others.  Since it’s something many Christians have dealt with or will deal with at some point, I think it’s worth looking at today.

When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you truly love me more than these?" "Yes, Lord," he said, "you know that I love you." Jesus said, "Feed my lambs." Again Jesus said, "Simon son of John, do you truly love me?" He answered, "Yes, Lord, you know that I love you." Jesus said, "Take care of my sheep." The third time he said to him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, "Do you love me?" He said, "Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you." Jesus said, "Feed my sheep. I tell you the truth, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go." Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, "Follow me!" Peter turned and saw that the disciple whom Jesus loved was following them. (This was the one who had leaned back against Jesus at the supper and had said, "Lord, who is going to betray you?") When Peter saw him, he asked, "Lord, what about him?" Jesus answered, "If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you? You must follow me."  - John 21:15-22

Jacob said to his father, "I am Esau your firstborn. I have done as you told me. Please sit up and eat some of my game so that you may give me your blessing."  – Genesis 27:19  "Are you really my son Esau?" he asked. "I am," he replied.  – Genesis 27:24

So Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him till daybreak. When the man saw that he could not overpower him, he touched the socket of Jacob's hip so that his hip was wrenched as he wrestled with the man. Then the man said, "Let me go, for it is daybreak." But Jacob replied, "I will not let you go unless you bless me." The man asked him, "What is your name?" "Jacob," he answered. Then the man said, "Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have struggled with God and with men and have overcome." Genesis 32:24-28

1. When have you observed Christians desiring to be someone else or wanting blessing that someone else received?

2. When does observing God’s blessing in others become damaging to us?  What are the results of wanting to have someone else’s life and refusing to accept your unique calling?

3. Can you identify a time in your life when you were not comfortable with who you were?  How did you handle that?

4. At what point did you become comfortable with being ‘you’, as God created you, no longer wishing that you were someone else?  What changed in you to come to that point?

5. A friend of yours is discontented with the life God has given them.  What do you say to them?

6. I’ve noticed that women tend to be more prone to this temptation than men.  For the married guys, how do you help your wife avoid this pitfall?

7. Do you see this temptation showing up in your kids?  How do you help them when it does?

*This idea came from a message by Rob Bell.  See weekend message for September 3rd in this link and click the MP3 to listen:  http://www.mhbcmi.org/listen/index.php 
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