“Moral Bankruptcy”

Read Psalm 26

1. How does David say he has maintained his integrity?

a. If you wrote your own psalm asking God to evaluate your heart based on your Christian walk, what evidences of your integrity would you offer?

b. In what areas would you confess the need for strength and cleansing?   (We don’t have to verbalize these this morning, just personally reflect on this one….)

2. What does David mean when he calls himself “blameless”?

3. What helps you the most with your personal integrity?  Any tips you’d like to share?

Michael Novak has argued that “Western democracy is like a 3-legged stool.  Political freedom is the first leg, economic freedom the second, and moral responsibility the third.  Weaken any leg, and the stool topples.”  

4. How do you think we, as a country, are doing with that third leg?

5. What kind of an effect can individual integrity have on national morality?

6. "What is morally right can never be politically wrong, and what is morally wrong can never be politically right."  Do you agree?  

7. In what ways did Jesus command us to live by God’s standards inwardly?  How about outwardly?

8. Can moral failure happen on a national scale?

a. What characteristics would we observe?

b. How is this prevented?  What impact can legislation have on morality?

9. How would you define moral bankruptcy?

Amos 5:4, 10-13 reads:

“This is what the Lord says to the house of Israel: You hate the one who reproves in court and despise him who tells the truth.  You trample on the poor and force him to give you grain.  Therefore, though you have built stone mansions, you will not live in them;  though you have planted lush vineyards, you will not drink their wine.  For I know how many are your offenses and how great your sins.  You oppress the righteous and take bribes and you deprive the poor of justice in the courts.  Therefore the prudent man keeps quiet in such times, for the times are evil.”

10. What does this passage mean to you today? 

I think we’d all agree that Jesus is the fullest application of God’s true nature.  This is what started the W.W.J.D. movement that is well-remembered for the colorful bracelets that were so popular.  I believe the bracelets may have been a passing “fad”( for lack of a better term), but the question still provides a perfect moral compass for us today.

11. How would the movies shown at the local theatre be different if Jesus was the owner of the theatre?  (Or, and maybe more importantly, what movies would be shown if He was the target audience?)  

12. What would the clientele in the waiting room of a local doctor’s office look like if Jesus was in charge?  How would our national healthcare crisis be different?

13. How would personal finances be different?  

14. Can you think of a business that clearly appears to operate on moral principles?  What evidence do you have?

15. How can Christians bring he concepts of integrity, mercy, and justice to the marketplace?  Can you give a personal example?

