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	“Waking the Dead” – By John Eldredge

Chapter 1
Arm Yourselves 
We Need Clarity

Twenty clear days a year – that sounds about like my life.  I think I see what’s really going on about the often.  The rest of the time, it feels like fog, like the bathroom mirror after a hot shower.  You know what I mean.  What exactly are you perfectly clear on these days?  How about your life – why have things gone the way they have?  Where was God in all that?  And do you know what you ought to do next, with a deep settled confidence that it will work out?  Neither do I.  Oh, I’d love to wake each morning knowing exactly who I am and where God is taking me.  Zeroed in on all my relationships, undaunted in my calling.  But for most of us, life seems more like driving along with a dirty windshield, and then turning into the sun.  I can sort of make out the shapes ahead, and I think the light is green. (p. 5)

1. Can you relate to that sense of being in a fog?  When it comes to your life, what exactly are you perfectly clear on these days?

2. Do you wake each morning knowing exactly who you are and where God is taking you?  How about this morning?


“Hi…it’s me.”  A long silence.  “Blaine needs surgery…right away.”

Hope vanished.  I felt that sick-in-the-gut feeling of an imminent free fall, that feeling you get on top of a ladder that’s starting to sway under you.  All kinds of thoughts and emotions rushed in.  What?  Oh, no…Not after all this… I … I thought… My heart was sinking.  Despair, betrayal, abandonment by God.  Failure on our part to pray enough or believe enough.  I felt moments away from a total loss of heart.  I seemed inevitable.


These moments aren’t a rational, calculated progression of thought; they’re more like being tossed out of a raft in a storm.  It comes fast and furious, but the pull of the current is always toward a loss of heart.  Most of the time we are swept away; we give in, lose heart, and climb out of it sometime later. (pp. 7-8)

3. Life is hard.  Sometimes really hard.  What has happened to you, or someone you love, that’s caused you to lose heart, be swept away by the storm?


Has God abandoned us?  Did we not pray enough?  Is this just something we have to accept as “part of life,” suck it up even though it breaks our hearts? (p. 9)

4. How did that event with you or someone you loved make you feel?  Where did you go with it?  Did you feel abandoned?  Responsible?  Did you just come to accept it?

The Offer Is Life – (John 10:10, John 6:25-29, John 7: 25-44)


I turned to the New Testament to have another look, read for myself what it is Jesus said he offers.  “I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full” (John 10:10).  Wow.  That’s different from saying, “I have come to forgive you.  Period.”  Forgiveness is awesome, but Jesus says here he came to give us life.  Hmmm.  Sounds life ol’ Irenaeus might be on to something when he said, “The glory of God is man fully alive.”  “I am the bread of life” (John 6:48).  “Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him” (John 7:38).  The more I looked, the more the whole theme of life jumped off the pages.  I mean, it’s everywhere.

5. So what do you make of these passages?  What did Jesus mean when he promised us life?

6. As we begin a new year, what are your “GOALS” in your relationship with Jesus?
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