Band of Brothers

“I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia the sons of former slaves and the sons of former slave owners will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood.”-Martin Luther King Jr.
“America, America, God shed His grace on thee, and crown thy good with brotherhood, from sea to shining sea.”- Katharine Lee Bates, author of “America the Beautiful”
Brotherhood is not… guys getting together and talking about how often they have sex with their wives.  It’s not guys getting in touch with their “inner child”.  It’s not simply another support group or Bible study.  It’s not a group of wimps getting together and whining about how unfair life is, or sitting around bashing women.

Brotherhood is…Guys getting to know each other beyond the casual and superficial; beyond “sports and the weather.”  Brothers allowing themselves to be challenged, and held to a higher standard than the world would dictate.  Men being honest with each other about their struggles and shortfalls.  Guys praying together, and for each other.  Brothers growing together toward Christ likeness, reaching their full potential as men of God.  And all of this takes place in an atmosphere of love and acceptance, without judgment.  (Sounds good and pleasant as described in Psalm 133:1, doesn’t it?)

1) Look at Rom. 8:29.  What does this verse mean to you?  

2) In Gen. 2:18, do you think God was referring solely to a man’s need for a wife?

3) Why would any man shy away from real brotherhood?  What makes a man turn his back from this type of relationship and “go it alone”?  Why do we drift?
4) Would you agree that a man’s natural tendency is to be silent about real issues, struggles, and shortfalls in his life?
5) Amos 3:3, tells us that brotherhood isn’t something we can just assume or take for granted.  What do you think this verse means and how would you apply it to your life?  
6) How did Jesus show us that He recognized the importance of vital relationships?  Examples?

Here are 9 commands (or steps) given in the Bible, all of which not only stress the importance of brotherly community, but also how it might look:

1) Love each other- (John 15:17)

2) Serve One another in love- (Gal. 5:13)

3) Be kind and compassionate to one another- (Eph. 4:32)

4) Carry each other’s burdens- (Gal. 6:2)

5) Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other- (James 5:16)

6) Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves- (Rom. 12-10)

7) Accept one another- (Rom. 15:7)

8) Encourage one another and build each other up (1 Thess. 5:11)

9) Spur one another on toward love and good deeds- (Heb. 10:24)

Take a look at each of these verses and discuss what each of them means to you and your walk.

Scripture Verses:

Ecc. 4:9-12-“Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their work:  If one falls down, his friend can help him up.  But pity the man who falls and has no one to help him up!  Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm.  But how can one keep warm alone?  Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves.  A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.”

“For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.”-Rom 8:29

Hebrew 10:23-25-“ Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.  (V.24) And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.  Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another-and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”
James 5:16-“Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”
Psalm 133:1-“How good and pleasant it is, when brothers live together in unity!”

Amos 3:3-“Do two walk together unless they have agreed to do so?”
Gen. 2:18-“It is not good for man to be alone.”

James 2:18- “But someone will say, “You have faith, I have deeds.”  Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do.”  

John 15:17-“This is my command:  Love each other”
Gal. 5:13-“You, my brothers, were called to be free.  But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love.”
Eph 4:32- “Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.”
Gal. 6:2-“Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ”
Rom. 12:10-“Be devoted to one another in brotherly love.  Honor one another above yourselves”

Rom 15:7- “Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.”

1Thess. 5:11- “Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing”

