Facing the Giants

As you might have guessed, this is based on the recent film “Facing the Giants”.  You may be surprised to learn that I was very disappointed in the messages conveyed by this movie about our Christian faith.  From my perspective, some of the messages of the movie were that if my faith and prayer life is strong enough then:

· The disappointment of a significant loss will be miraculously overturned into a victory (after losing a playoff game, the team that won forfeited and the team got to continue on).

· I have needs that will be met in a spectacular way (in this case a new, high-end car).

· My adversaries will become my biggest supporters (not only did the coach get the new car, he got it from his biggest critic).

· Our children will change, almost overnight, to be totally committed Christians.

· I will reach the ultimate levels of success (in this case, a championship).

So, I will pose one question for us to consider for our discussion:

Is our faith founded, grown and strengthened instead of challenges, losses, and hardships, or is it, in fact as a result of or in spite of those challenges, losses and hardships? 

Some scriptures to consider:

· Genesis 39:7-23

· 2 Samuel 11-12

· Job

Additional:

· The life (and death) of the apostles

· Paul’s suffering

· Christ’s crucifixion

After posting this lesson, Randy replied with a “dissenting” opinion.  I think it is valuable to all to include his comments as part of the overall discussion.  Randy makes some excellent points and the contrast to my opinion and take on the movie is outstanding.

From Randy:

I have to agree and disagree with Augie.  I agree with the fact that many things in this movie are over the top (which is the case for most movies).  Knowing that this is not based on a true story I was able to look past some of the things and see an awesome message within this story and saw how awesome it was to see Jesus show up in a movie like this.

I didn't perceive the message that if we are stronger in our faith or prayer life then miraculous and spectacular things will happen.  What I saw was that we need to be faithful to Jesus no matter the circumstances.  Most of the movie, things didn't go his way or his family's way.  What was awesome, is that they didn't blame Jesus, theyturned to Him and relied on Him more that ever before.

They responded this way, not expecting miraculous or spectacular things to happen.  They did this out of obedience to Christ. 

The other messages that I saw is that Christ can respond in miraculous and spectacular ways if he wants to.  In reference to the vehicle, I have seen this in real life.  I have seen God place on person's heart to buy another person a new vehicle.  This person was obedience toward Christ and bought this family a new vehicle.  I have seen Jesus work in

this way first hand.

The other message I thought was cool was that we need to be like the farmer that prepared his field while he prayed for the rain to come. Unlike the farmer who prayed for rain and never prepared his field.  I think Christ wants us to be prepared, be obedient in all circumstance, and to be held accountable and responsible for "little" before He will

give us much.

In reference to adversaries becoming supporters, kids changing overnight, or winning a Championship.  I agree that these are moments in the movie (key word is "movie") that can be considered over the top. But I also believe that Christ can accomplish miraculous and spectacular things like this and other things that are beyond our imagination.

This movie has brought up many discussions with me and my kids.  We have talked a lot about obedience, faithfulness, prayer, about the "Giants" in our life.  I really appreciate the people who had the guts to make a movie like this.  I really enjoyed the movie.  

