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“Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.” 1 Timothy 6:17

“But the one who is rich should take pride in his low position, because he will pass away like a wild flower.” James 1:10
I am rich.  Filthy rich…at least when compared with the entire world…and I struggle with this.  The thought of having wealth and the thought that with my wealth, I am doing so little with it, bothers me.  Here’s some statistics from a recent message from Rob Bell that fuel that fire:

In the world, 1.2 billion people live on $.23/day.  The wealthest 1 billion $70/day. The 3 wealthest people in the world (all US citizens) exceed the GNP of all the world’s least developed countries (600 million people).  12% of the world uses 85% of it’s water.  40% of the world lacks basic sanitation.  1 billion are without safe drinking water.  Americans consume 26 billion liters of bottled water every year.  Every 16 seconds, someone dies of hunger.  2/3 Americans are considered overweight.  US’s GDP is 21% of total world capital.  US population is between 5 and 6% of total world population.  Each year, Americans spend more on trash bags than nearly half the world does on all goods combined.  80% of world lives in substandard housing.  2 billion people have no electricity.  1 billion cannot sign their name.  1% of people own a computer and have a college education.  4/5 american adults are high school graduates.  ¼ children worldwide have to go to work every day instead of school.  8% of people own a car.  1/3 of American families own 3 cars.  The amount of commerce done on Black Friday (day after Thanksgiving 2006) in the US alone ($9 billion) would be enough to pay for basic water and sanitation for the whole world.

We are about midway through lent where we go without to identify with Christ and grow spiritually.  At GCC where many of us attend, we are finishing the My Life stewardship campaign.  “Gold” is 2nd on Randy’s list of deadly temptation traps (Girls, Gold, and Glory).  I tried to find another topic, any topic, to do today, but this one keeps coming up…and there’s probably good reason for that.  So let’s see where this takes us.

1. Read Luke 12:13-21.  What message is Jesus communicating here?  What is the message for you?

2. Read Luke 16:1-15.  What message is Jesus communicating here?  What is the message for you?

3. Read Mark 10:17-23.  What message is Jesus communicating here?  What is the message for you?

4. Because I am Christian, I need to give.  Because I have wealth, I need give to more.  I have given out of obligation and not as a cheerful giver for many years.  It became a legalistic burden instead of a joyful activity.  Have you experienced this?  If so, how did you combat this in your life?

5. With all the need in the world, is it right for a church to ask for money to build even nicer facilities when so many others in the world don’t have anything close to what we have?

6. Marriages have been wrecked because of arguments resulting from differences in how the money is invested or spent.  How do you handle these challenges?

7. “I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.”  Philippians 4:12  Many people find it more difficult to be content in plenty than being content in want.  Why do you think that is?  Which is more difficult for you?
8. I many times feel like the seed that fell among thorns in the sower parable reference in Luke 8:14.  It seems the more my wealth grows, the more difficult it becomes to funnel that resource in a positive direction.  What do you think the cause might be?  What is the solution?

9. I want to be part of something that changes things in the world.  Maybe I’m revisiting the idealism of my 20’s, I don’t know.  But I want to know that I didn’t spend my wealth on things that pass away and have no real substance.  Anyone else feel that way?  Do you have ideas on how to combat this?  Anyone actively doing something about it?

10. If any of the above questions fall flat, try discussing this at your table:  What is Jesus teaching you this Lent season?  (Doesn’t have to be about wealth)
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