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What is it about the Catholic religion that brings such scrutiny and attack from other Christian non-Catholics?  Over the past several months I have heard a number of Christian brothers and sisters take “jabs” at Catholics.  Here are a few examples:

· “There are no other evangelical missions in {third world country that has a Catholic presence}.”

· “I was sitting on a plane next to a person from another religious practice that does not teach the Bible (although I am not sure, I believe the person to be referring to a Catholic)

· “He’s not a Christian, he’s a Catholic.”

I am concerned that there is enough challenge for Christians without also coming under “friendly fire”.  

So, what I hope to do with this discussion is to facilitate a candid and safe dialog that will expose some prejudices, misconceptions and biases.  At the same time, there are some real differences between some practices of the Catholic religion and that of other Christian organized religions.  Ultimately, my objectives are that we will:

· Be able to speak from a position of what you know you know based on truth rather than what you think you know based on what you’ve heard.

· See differences in practice and tradition as a mutually exclusive of differences in truth.

So, here are a few topics to start with:

1. Does the Catholic teaching (catechism) discourage studying the Bible?

a. Does Catholic teaching “discount” the Old Testament, making it less important that the New Testament or, perhaps, less based in truth and more in allegorical content?

b. Are Catholics prohibited from the study of the scriptures without guidance of a priest?  Said differently, is a priest necessary for communication with God?

c. Does the Catholic Church encourage or discourage groups such as ours for Bible study and for prayer?

d. When praying, are specific prayers scripted?

2. Are there degrees of sin?  In the Catholic catechism, there is “mortal” and “venial” sin.  What is your understanding of these?

3. There’s Something About Mary

a. Does the Catholic catechism teach that Mary can supersede John 14:6?

b. Is Mary to be worshipped as we are to worship God?

4. Where there are differences, are they differences of practice and tradition, or are they differences of truth?

a. If the former, is it appropriate for us to denounce those practices and traditions?

b. If the latter, how should we respond?
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