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Friday Morning 05-25-2005


Stephen the Martyr

I have been contemplating the life of Stephen over the last month. We don’t hear much about Stephen in the Bible, but these short couple of chapters in Acts that tell about Stephen are highly significant to the early church, to the church today, to people sharing the Gospel in unfriendly territory, and should be to each of us. The passage is about 2 chapters long, so we will probably not have time to read the whole thing Friday morning. Please at least read the passage by Friday morning so that we can dive in to the questions. 

Scripture:

Acts 6:1 thru 8:3

Questions:

1. In 6:8 it says that Stephen was “full of faith and power” and did “great wonders and miracles”. How did Stephen “get full of faith and power”?
2. What made the authorities angry?

3. In 6:15; what do you picture Stephen’s face looking like?

4. In chapter 7 Stephen embarks on a Kytta-like monologue about Jewish history. What kind of picture does he paint about the Jews?

5. In 7:51-53 Stephen then launches on them pretty hard. What was he accusing them of?
6. Stephen’s words were pretty harsh and judgmental sounding. Did Stephen talk too harshly to the Jews?

7. How do we know when and if we should respond in the way that Stephen did?
8. Why did Stephen have to die?

9. How did Stephen meet death? 

10. Who does Stephen remind you of? Why?
11. What effect did Stephen’s death have on the early church? On Saul (Paul)? On the Jews? On us (you)?

Note: Questions in bold are those that I believe are very important for us to focus on. 

Also, when we discuss these questions we should try to keep in mind that we are attempting to relate this story to ourselves and not just have a nice theological discussion. In other words, we should allow this Scripture to speak to us in a way that helps us grow and transforms our lives.

