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Free Will Part Deux

Barry did a great job asking us some hard questions last week about free will and the omniscience of God.  We concluded that there are certain things we can look at in hindsight and see how God used those things for His purpose.  We also concluded that sometimes, we can’t.  Therefore, there are unfortunate times when we don’t have an answer for people,  and all we can do is empathize with them and pray for them (as if praying was minimal).  I had another topic picked out for this week, but last week’s discussion tweaked me so much that I would like to continue that discussion, and take it to the next step in our little argument. There are two specific points that I would like us to address. First; Free will and the will of God. Second; why God allows evil. For the purpose of this discussion, I would like to use two passages from the book, Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis. 

Christians, then, believe that an evil power has made himself for the present the prince of this world.  And, of course, that raises problems.  Is this state of affairs in accordance with God’s will or not?  If it is, He is a strange God, you will say: and if it is not, how can anything contrary to the will of a being with absolute power?  

But anyone who has been in authority knows how a thing can be in accordance with your will in one way and not in another… You make a thing voluntary and then half of the people do not do it.  That is not what you willed but your will has made it possible.  It is probably the same in the universe.  God created things which had free will.  That means creatures which can go either wrong or right.  Some people think they can imagine a creature which was free but had no possibility of going wrong; I cannot.  If a thing is free to be good it is also free to be bad.  And free will is what has made evil possible.  Why, then, did God give them free will?  Because free will, though it makes evil possible, is also the only thing that makes possible any love or goodness or joy worth having.  A world of automata – of creatures that worked like machines – would hardly be worth creating.  The happiness which God designs for His higher creatures is the happiness of being freely, voluntarily united to Him and to each other in an ecstasy of love and delight compared with which the most rapturous love between a man and a woman on this earth is mere milk and water.  And for that they must be free.

Of course God knew what would happen if they used their freedom the wrong way: apparently He thought it worth the risk… When we have understood about free will, we shall see how silly it is to ask, as somebody once asked me: ‘Why did God make a creature of such rotten stuff that it went wrong?’  The better stuff a creature is made of the cleverer and stronger and freer it is – then the better it will be if it goes right, but also the worse it will be if it goes wrong.  A cow cannot be very good or very bad; a dog can be both better and worse; a child better and worse still; an ordinary man still more so; a man of genius, still more so; a superhuman spirit best – or worst – of all.  (Lewis, C.S.; Mere Christianity, Ch. 3, pg. 51-53)
Lewis then asks the question of how the dark power went wrong, and admits that we cannot give an answer with any certainty because we do not understand much of the spiritual world.  We do know that Satan coveted and wanted to be the center; he wanted to be God.

Questions for 1st section

1) Is the evil of this world and Satan’s prince hood within God’s will or not? Explain.

2) Why did God give us free will? 

3) Sin and death and sorrow will be gone in heaven. Why can’t we be made perfect now if that is what we desire?

Lewis talks about some of the differences between Christianity and other religions, noting that the Christian view is that God made the world “…out of His head as a man makes up a story.” (Pg. 45)  As an atheist, the question, “If a good God made the world why has it gone wrong?” kept Lewis away from God.  The following is how he reasoned through this question:

My argument against God was that the universe seemed so cruel and unjust.  But how had I got this idea of just and unjust?  A man does not call a line crooked unless he has some idea of a straight line.  What was I comparing this universe with when I called it unjust?  If the whole show was bad and senseless from A to Z, so to speak, why did I, who was supposed to be part of the show, find myself in such violent reaction against it?  A man feels wet when he falls into water, because man is not a water animal: a fish would not feel wet.  Of course I could have given up my idea of justice by saying it was nothing but a private idea of my own.  But if I did that, then my argument against God collapsed too – for the argument depended on saying that the world was really unjust, not simply that it did not happen to please my private fancies.  Thus in the very act of trying to prove that God did not exist – in other words, that the whole of reality was senseless – I found I was forced to assume that one part of reality – namely my idea of justice – was full of sense.  Consequently atheism turns out to be too simple.  If the whole universe has no meaning, we should never have found out that it has no meaning; just as, if there were no light in the universe and therefore no creatures with eyes, we should never know it was dark.  Dark would be without meaning.  (Lewis, Mere Christianity, pg. 45-46)

Questions for 2nd section:

1) What are some of the reasons behind why people ask the question why does a “good” God allow evil?

2) Why is it so hard for us to reconcile all of the evil within the world and a “good” God?

3) How can Lewis’ argument translate to people like those that Barry has been trying to answer lately?

4) What has God done in the past, and what is God going to do now and in the future to set this world right?

