No Purchase Necessary, Must be Present to Win

August 3, 2007

A few years back, when I was working as a management consultant for EDS, I was leading an engagement with one of the largest professional associations in the United States.  Having lunch with one of the association’s senior managers, he made a comment to me that was both incredibly simple and impactful.  He said:

“The world is run by the people who show up.”

So, as we have talked over the past couple of weeks about different topics and, candidly, observed the irregularities of attendance at our Friday morning meetings, I began thinking about that executive’s statement and, extending a bit, the title for this topic.  How many times have you seen this statement in conjunction with a contest or a raffle?  You don’t have to do anything to be eligible for the prize, but you do have to show up.

It’s not hard to make the jump from that thought in our daily adventures to the following:

“God executes his plan using the people who show up.”

Consider the following scriptures:

· I Samuel 17:32-40

· Matthew 4:18-20

· Luke 7:1-7

· Matthew 25:1-8

Discussion Questions:

1. Discuss how these scriptures support the idea “Must be present to win”?

2. In the context of your faith, what does “being present” look like?

3. Relate examples from your life that either support or challenge the idea that “No purchase necessary, must be present to win”.  Why do these support or challenge that idea?

4. What opportunities have you had, in the context of your faith, to “win the prize”?  How did you do?  Were you present long enough to win?  If not, what called you away?

1 Sam 17:32-40

David said to Saul, "Let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine; your servant will go and fight him."  Saul replied, "You are not able to go out against this Philistine and fight him; you are only a boy, and he has been a fighting man from his youth." But David said to Saul, "Your servant has been keeping his father's sheep. When a lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, I went after it, struck it and rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it. Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, because he has defied the armies of the living God. The LORD who delivered me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine." Saul said to David, "Go, and the LORD be with you." Then Saul dressed David in his own tunic. He put a coat of armor on him and a bronze helmet on his head. David fastened on his sword over the tunic and tried walking around, because he was not used to them. "I cannot go in these," he said to Saul, "because I am not used to them." So he took them off. Then he took his staff in his hand, chose five smooth stones from the stream, put them in the pouch of his shepherd's bag and, with his sling in his hand, approached the Philistine. (NIV)

Matt 4:18-20

As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. "Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men." At once they left their nets and followed him. (NIV)

Luke 7:1-7

When Jesus had finished saying all this in the hearing of the people, he entered Capernaum. There a centurion's servant, whom his master valued highly, was sick and about to die. The centurion heard of Jesus and sent some elders of the Jews to him, asking him to come and heal his servant. When they came to Jesus, they pleaded earnestly with him, "This man deserves to have you do this because he loves our nation and has built our synagogue."  So Jesus went with them. He was not far from the house when the centurion sent friends to say to him: "Lord, don't trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. That is why I did not even consider myself worthy to come to you. But say the word, and my servant will be healed. (NIV)

Matt 25:1-8

"At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 
Five of them were foolish and five were wise. The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep. At midnight the cry rang out: `Here's the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’ Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish ones said to the wise, `Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.'” (NIV)

