Friday August 10, 2007 

Men Sharpen Men


NOOMA

If you have not done so yet, I highly recommend watching the NOOMA dvd’s that Rob Bell has put out. For the topic this week, I thought it would interesting to tackle a few questions from a couple of my favorite videos from this series, “Rain” and “Trees”. These videos are great! If you have never had the pleasure of watching any of them, I highly recommend them. Anyway, here are the questions, along with some quotes from the videos:

In the video Rain, Rob Bell says “God says these amazing things like, ‘When you cry out to me, I listen.’ He even says, ‘I cannot ignore the cries of someone who is afflicted.’

1. Have you ever felt like God failed to come through for you? Looking back, do you still feel the same?

In Rain, the video takes place as Rob is walking and carrying his very young son through a forest when a thunderstorm arises which upsets his son. He says this about his son: “It’s all he knows. He sees no reality beyond the storm. What he doesn’t realize is that, as his dad, I would do anything to get him home.”

2. Do you have anyone in your life who you would do anything for? Do you think that’s how God feels about you?

In Trees, Rob says “How is it that our world can be filled with such beauty and such order and such good, and yet at the same time filled with such heartache and such pain?”

3. How do you feel about the world? Do you think the world is getting better or worse? Why?

God says, “You can live how you want, or you can live how I created you to live.” It’s almost as if God says, “it’s your choice.” It’s still our choice.

4. What does it mean to live how God created you to live?

5. If we believe God’s way of life is the best way to live, why is it so hard for us to do it?

Genesis 2:9 In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

6. Do you believe that the Bible’s story of creation is not just something that happened, but actually something that’s still happening? Are we faced with the same choices as Adam and Eve?

In Trees, Rob says: “I need a God who’s now. I need a God who teaches me how to live now. I need a faith that’s about today, that helps me understand the world that I live in today.”

7. Does your faith help you understand the world we live in? Does it make your life easier or more difficult on a day-to-day basis?

“Followers of Jesus are people who are committed to partnering with God to make this world, the world that we live in, the kind of place that God originally intended it to be.”

8. What does it mean to be partnering with God in making this world the kind of place he intended it to be?

