Oh, When the Saints …

August 31, 2007

On September 15, Fr. Basil Moreau will be beatified – declared a saint – by the Catholic Church.  Fr. Moreau established the Order of the Holy Cross, the Catholic order under which the University of Notre Dame was founded.

Mother Theresa was beautified in October, 2003.  It was recently discovered from her personal letters, that she had seriously questioned her faith and some report died with her doubts.

The word “Saint”, in the Bible, is hagios (hag'-ee-os); meaning sacred (physically, pure, morally blameless or religious, ceremonially, consecrated).  

In the New Testament, the term “saints” is used to refer to the followers of Christ – believers.

1. What is a “Saint”?

2. Looking at the definition of the word used for Saint (above) and the context of its use, do you see a conflict?  Why or why not?

3. The Catholic religion does not consider all in heaven to be “saints”, but rather a “saint” has a special place, role and – perhaps – privileges.  Do you agree with this view, or are all who are in Heaven “saints”?  Why to you believe the way you do?

4. How does the status of saints reconcile with the different “places” God is preparing for each of us?  Asked differently, are there different “levels” of Heaven and could one (or more) of those levels be occupied by “Saints” while “non-saints” reside in lesser levels?

1. To begin a cause it is necessary for at least 5 years to have passed since the death of the candidate. This is to allow greater balance and objectivity in evaluating the case and to let the emotions of the moment dissipate.

2. The bishop of the diocese in which the person whose beatification is being requested died is responsible for beginning the investigation. The promoter group ('Actor Causae'): diocese, parish, religious congregation, association, asks the bishop through the postulator for the opening of the investigation. The bishop, once the 'nulla osta' of the Holy See is obtained, forms a diocesan tribunal for this purpose. Witnesses are called before the tribunal to recount concrete facts on the exercise of Christian virtues considered heroic, that is, the theological virtues: faith, hope and charity, and the cardinal virtues: prudence, justice, temperance and fortitude, and others specific to his state in life. In addition, all documents regarding the candidate must be gathered. At this point he is entitled to the title of Servant of God.

3. Once the diocesan investigation is finished, the acts and documentation are passed on to the Congregation for the Causes of Saints. The public copy used for further work is put together here. The postulator, resident in Rome, follows the preparation of the 'Positio', or summary of the documentation that proves the heroic exercise of virtue, under the direction of a relator of the Congregation. The 'Positio' undergoes an examination (theological) by nine theologians who give their vote. If the majority of the theologians are in favour, the cause is passed on for examination by cardinals and bishops who are members of the congregation. They hold meetings twice a month. If their judgment is favourable, the prefect of the congregation presents the results of the entire course of the cause to the Holy Father, who gives his approval and authorizes the congregation to draft the relative decree. The public reading and promulgation of the decree follows.

4. For the beatification of a confessor a miracle attributed to the Servant of God, verified after his death, is necessary. The required miracle must be proven through the appropriate canonical investigation, following a procedure analogous to that for heroic virtues. This one too is concluded with the relative decree. Once the two decrees are promulgated (regarding the heroic virtues and the miracle) the Holy Father decides on beatification, which is the concession of public worship, limited to a particular sphere. With beatification the candidate receives the title of Blessed.

5. For canonization another miracle is needed, attributed to the intercession of the Blessed and having occurred after his beatification. The methods for ascertainment of the affirmed miracle are the same as those followed for beatification. Canonization is understood as the concession of public worship in the Universal Church. Pontifical infallibility is involved. With canonization, the Blessed acquires the title of Saint."

http://www.catholic-pages.com/saints/process.asp

