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“As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another” - Proverbs 27:17 (NIV)


John 8:44 – Satan is called in scripture “The Father of Lies”
John 10:10  “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”

Matt 10:34 Jesus says “I did not come to bring peace, but a sword”

Matt 16:23 Jesus turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men."
1John 3:8 “For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil…”
Ephesians 4:26-27 “Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, and do not give the devil a foothold.”

Ephesians 5:14-16 (The Message) reads “So watch your step.  Use your head.  Make the most of every chance you get.  These are desperate times.”
Ephesians 6:10-18 The Armor of God “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace.  In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.  And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.”

1Peter 5:8-9 “Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.  Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.

Revelation 12:17 ”Then the dragon was enraged at the woman and went off to make war against the rest of her offspring—those who obey God's commandments and hold to the testimony of Jesus.”

Questions:

Satan is called in scripture the Father of Lies (John 8:44).  His very first attack against the human race was to lie to Eve and Adam about God, and where life is to be found, and what consequences of certain actions would and would not be.  He is a master at this.  He suggests to us ---- as he suggested to Adam and Eve ---- some sort of idea or inclination or impression, and what he is seeking is a sort of “agreement” on our part.  He’s hoping we’ll buy into whatever he’s saying, offering, insinuation.  Our first parents bought into it, and look what disaster came of it.  But the story is not over.  The Evil One is still lying to us, seeking our agreement every single day. 

Your heart is good.  Your heart matters to God.  These are the two hardest things to hang on to.  I’m serious – try it.  Try to hold this up for even a day.  My heart is good.  My heart matters to God.  You will be amazed at how much accusation you live under. (pgs. 152-153 Waking the Dead)

1) Has it been easy to hold on to these truths --- My heart is good and it matters to God?  Explain!

2) Give an example when these truths have become faint, foggy or forgotten?

My friend Aaron decided to get into shape.  He went out and took a run.  First, the Enemy tried discouragement to get him to quit.  Look how far you have to go.  You can’t do this----you’ll die out there.  Give it up.  Aaron thought, Gee --- it is a long way.  I’m not sure I can do this.  But then he recognized what was going on and pressed into it.  The attack became a more personal, more vicious.  He was running along, and he was hearing stuff like this:  You’re a fat pig.  You always have been.  A gorgeous woman in fabulous shape approached from the other direction.  She’d never be attracted to a slob like you.  “By the time I got back to my car,” he said, “it felt like I’d been assaulted.  But this time, I knew what it was and I won.  I made no agreements.” (pg. 153)

3) Have you ever had anything like this happen to you?  Did you recognize it as an attack?  Give an example.

THERE IS NO ESCAPING THE WAR

1Peter 5:8-9 “Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.  Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.

4) Do you agree that we are in a battle?  What do you think God is trying to say to us in the above verses?

If you deny the battle raging against your heart, well then, the thief just gets to steal and kill and destroy. (Page 159)

5) Think of an event where you or someone you knew lost some part of their life that meant a great deal.  Perhaps it was a marriage, job, ministry or even a loved one.  Did they see the thief at work?  Did you?

The Hebrew means “the God of angel armies,” “the God of the armies who fight for his people.”  The God who is at war.  Does “Lord Almighty” convey “the God who is at war”?  Not to me, it doesn’t.  Not to anyone I’ve asked.  It sounds like “the God who is up there but still in charge.”  Powerful, in control.  The God of angel armies sounds like the one who would roll up his sleeves, take up sword and shield to break down gates of bronze, cut through the bars of iron to rescue me.  Compare “Joe is a good man in control” to “Joe is a Navy Seal.”  It changes the way you think about Joe and what he’s up to.  Why don’t “most readers today” understand about the God of angel armies?  Could it be because we have abandoned a warfare worldview?  (pg. 160-161)

6) Compare these two ways of thinking about God.  He is good.  He is a warrior, like a Navy Seal.  What is the difference?  Which God have you lived with all these years?

7) Looking at the verses at the beginning of this study, how would you define Jesus’ ministry?  What does this tell us about our life and ministry?
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