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Contentment defined: 

Hebrew: To choose to do something based upon;

· A willingness to act, consent

· A decision to act voluntarily

· A decision to act with conviction & determination

Contentment = Making decisions based upon trust that God will provide.
Example: In Joshua 17 the Israelites knew they were not strong enough to drive the Caananites out, but resolved to become strong and followed through with driving them out (although incompletely).

Greek: Through the idea of raising a barrier, to be enough, to suffice, Self-satisfaction.

Contentment = Being happy with who I am.
Many scriptural concepts such as contentment, meekness, waiting on the Lord are characterized passively by the English language. These definitions indicate that it is active.

Questions:

Hebrews 13:5: “Let your conversation (way of life) be without covetousness (envy); and be content with such things as you have: for he has said, I will never leave you or forsake you.”

1. How does an active definition of contentment change the way we view contentment and how we behave?

2. Is my contentment based upon my circumstances? What should it be based upon?

1 Timothy 6:6-8: “But Godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. 8 And having food and clothing let us be therewith content.”

3. How can I be content when there is so much that is wrong in my life?

Galatians 5:26: “Let us not be desirous of vainglory (self-conceit), provoking one another, envying one another.”

4. Is it wrong to be discontented? 

5. What are some causes of discontentment in my life? How can I eradicate these?

6. What is the difference between contentment & a desire for growth or goals? How do you balance these?

