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1. Do not worship any other gods besides me.

2. Do not make idols of any kind

3. Do not misuse the name of the LORD your God.

4. Remember to observe the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.

5. Honor your father and mother.

6. Do not murder.

7. Do not commit adultery.

8. Do not steal.

9. Do not testify falsely against your neighbor.

10. Do not covet your neighbor’s house. Do not covet your neighbor’s wife, male or female servant, ox or donkey or anything else your neighbor owns.

Command: To direct with authority; to order. To have control or authority over; Rule.

There has been a lot of focus at my church recently on the 10 commandments, which lead me to think more about them. I realized that I could not identify which number commandment was what, which did not make me feel good. I also started to realize how often I am not obeying certain commandents, which made me feel even worse. I’ve even had a wild discussion with someone who claims to be a Christ follower but believes that there are 613 commandments-not just 10. Anyway, I thought it would be good to focus on the commandments and I will be a bit presumptive that I am not the only one with this problem. If I am the only one, then I am in deeper trouble than I thought. Here are the questions, there are only 4, but I think it will provide enough conversation.

1. The 10 commandments are commands from God on how to live our lives. As Bono said in his interview with Bill Hybels from Willow Creek, “These are not requests, this is not God asking us to try to do something. This is him commanding us.” To paraphrase what he said.  Do you think we give enough attention to the Commandments? Do we take them for granted?

2. Like me, if you do not have the focus on the commandments that you should have, then how do you think people look at you knowing that you are a Christ follower?  How do you think people would look at you if the commandments were a major focus? What kind of impact to you think you would have on your family and work place?

3. In recent years, there has been a big debate and court cases about public displays of the commandments. Where do you stand on this? If they were to be allowed, where do you stand on public displays for beliefs different than ours?

4. In the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5), Jesus raised the bar on the commandments.  Did he raise them too high making them too tough?  Because he raised the bar so high, do you think this is why we do not pay as close attention to them?

