Proverbs 

Men-Sharpen-Men

As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.  (Proverbs 27:17)

March 14, 2008

The purpose of these proverbs is to teach people wisdom and discipline, and to help them understand wise sayings.  Through these proverbs, people will receive instruction in discipline, good conduct, doing what is right, just and fair.  These proverbs will make the simpleminded clever.   They will give knowledge and purpose to young people.  Let those who are wise listen to these proverbs and become even wiser.  And let those who understand receive guidance by exploring the depth of meaning in these proverbs, parables, wise sayings and riddles. (Proverbs 1:2-6)
Today’s lesson is simple but challenging.  The simple part is that is that it is entirely comprised of words from the book of Proverbs and contains no specific questions.  The challenge is to read the words then examine and discuss their role in your life.  Enjoy!

· Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding.  Seek his will in all you do and he will direct your paths. (Proverbs 3:-5-6)

· Never let loyalty and kindness get away from you!  Wear them like a necklace; write them deep within your heart.  Then you will find favor with both God and people, and you will gain a good reputation. (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
· My children listen to me.  Listen to your father’s instruction.  Pay attention and grow wise, for I am giving you good guidance.  Don’t turn away from my teaching.  For I, too, was once my father’s son tenderly loved by my mother as an only child.  My father told me “Take my words to heart.  Follow my instructions and you will live.  Learn to be wise, and develop good judgment.  Don’t forget or turn away from my words.  Don’t turn you back on wisdom for she will protect you.  Love her, and she will guard you.  Getting wisdom is the most important thing you can do!  And what ever else you do, get good judgment.  If you prize wisdom, she will exalt you.  Embrace her and she will honor you.  She will place a lovely wreath on your head; she will present you with a lovely crown.”  (Proverbs 4:1-9)
· Let your wife be a fountain of blessing for you.  Rejoice in the wife of your youth.  She is a loving doe, a graceful deer.  Let her breast satisfy you always.  May you always be captivated by her love.  (Proverbs 5:18-19)  

· Lazy People are soon poor; hard workers get rich. (Proverbs 10:4)

· Commit your work to the Lord, and then your plans will succeed. (Proverbs 16:3)

· A bowl of soup with someone you love is better than a steak with someone you hate. (Proverbs 16:7)

· Wounds from a friend are better than many kisses from an enemy (Proverbs 27:6)

· An empty stable stays clean, but no income comes from an empty stable. (Proverbs 14:4) 

