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	PROSPERITY AND FAITH

Christians today are blessed with wealth.  But what does money do
to their spiritual bank account?
 
 
Americans are the most prosperous people on earth.  Compared to the rest of the word, Americans are fabulously wealthy.  At $37,610, per capita income in the United States is the fifth largest in the world, after Luxembourg, Bermuda, Norway, and Switzerland.  With a vastly greater population than the top four countries, the United States has more widely distributed wealth.

 

Yet prosperity can introduce profound spiritual problems. In Christianity Today, Philip Yancey writes about the apparent contradiction of Christianity:  “Groups organized around devotion and disciplines tend to produce abundance, but ultimately that very success breaks down discipline and leads to indulgence and decadence.” Are American Christians corrupted by their own faithfulness?  

 

Scripture Reading:     Read all of Deuteronomy 8:6-18
 
(v18: “But you shall remember the Lord your God, for it is He who is giving you power to make wealth, that He may confirm His covenant which He swore to your fathers, as it is this day.”
 
In America, even when the economy takes a downturn, many people continue to be surrounded by money and possessions. We tend to enjoy prosperity. American Christians according to evangelical researchers say American Protestants earned a total of $5.2 trillion in 2000 – half of all estimated income for Christians around the world. We enjoy our prosperity, live in comfort with well-furnished homes, several vehicles and lots of electronic gear, great vacations, and eat out a lot.

 

Discussion starters:
 
Q.    What statistics about American prosperity surprise you?  What statistics regarding Christian prosperity surprise you? 

 

Q.    What kind of outlook do children and youth develop when surrounded by money and material wealth? What kinds of challenges confront parents and adults as young people deal with prosperity?

 

 
 

 
Teaching point:  Prosperity is a sign of God’s blessing, yet it is also a test of faith.
  

1.      Faithful people receive prosperity as God’s gift.

 

In Deuteronomy 8: 6-9, Moses tries to prepare the people of Israel for God’s blessing, in contrast of 400 difficult years.

 

2.      Prosperity always comes with a warning.
 

As people work hard and bring about abundance, there is potential for trouble. We may take our eyes off the Lord and focus on what we have begun to accumulate.

 

3.      Prosperity can be a great test of faith.
 

Prosperity can be a great test of faith, because human financial and material advancement is deceptive.

 

 

QUESTIONS:
 
 
        What practices can Christians put into effect to remember God’s blessing in abundance?
 
 

 
        What do Christians today consider the Promised Land? Does God promise a prosperous haven on earth for the faithful? Or does He promise something different?
 
 

 
 
 
        What did Jesus mean when He said it is harder to get a camel through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom?
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