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OPINIONATED

This subject is a rather difficult one for me. I have held on to my opinions to the detriment of relationships. I have let my opinions get in the way of my relationship with God. I have allowed my opinions to prevent me from being able to help others in the way that I should. So the simple answer is just don’t do that. Well, I don’t want to over-simplify the subject, but I would like to be able to better understand what I should hold firm and passionate convictions about, and where I should learn to keep my mouth shut and my mind and my heart open. I guess it is a little ironic that the questions and verses I have listed are leading in nature and reflect my opinions on this subject. Nuff said.

Scriptures and questions to consider (in my opinion)

Opinionated: unduly adhering to one's own opinion or to preconceived notions. (Webster’s dictionary)

Opinion:  a view, judgment, or appraisal formed in the mind about a particular matter. (Webster’s dictionary)
1) When are opinions bad? When are they good? (Never mind, don’t answer the second part. Just discuss opinions vs. opinionated.)

Proverbs 10:19; “When words are many sin is not absent, but he who holds his tongue is wise.” (NIV)
2) How can we keep our opinions and still be sensitive and compassionate?

Proverbs 18:2; A fool does not delight in understanding, But only in revealing his own mind. (NASB)

3) What is your purpose when you express your opinions?

Proverbs 3:1-6; “My son, forget not my law but let your heart keep my commandments; … 3Let not mercy and truth forsake you: bind them about your neck; write them upon the table of your heart: 4So shall you find favour and good understanding in the sight of God and man. 5Trust in the Lord with all your heart; and lean not unto your own understanding. 6In all your ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct your paths.”

4) Where do you derive your opinions from? Do I have a “right” to my opinions?

1Cor. 3:18; “Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you seems to be wise in this world, let him become a fool, that he may be wise.”

5)  What happens when your opinions supersede those of the Scripture?

Bonus question:

6) How do you want to be remembered? (e.g. “He was a man who was very opinionated.”)

