“A Funny Thing Happened at the Ball Park Last Weekend”

“It is not true that nice guys finish last. Nice guys are winners before the game ever starts.”- Unknown

“It is most difficult, in my mind, to separate any success, whether it be in your profession, your family, or as in my case, in basketball, from religion.”- John Wooden

“Material possessions, winning scores, and great reputations are meaningless in the eyes of the Lord, because He knows what we really are and that is all that matters.”-John Wooden

“Be more concerned with your character than your reputation. Your character is what you really are while your reputation is merely what others think you are.”-John Wooden

“Sports do not build character, they reveal it”- John Wooden

1. Anyone else have a story similar to mine from this past weekend?

2. What really gets your competitive juices flowing?

3. Plato once said you can learn a lot more about an individual in an hour of play than in a year of conversation.  Have you found this to be true?

4. Should kids be encouraged to participate in competitive endeavors such as athletics, academic contests, art fairs, etc.?  What should a young person learn from such an event?  What are the benefits of competition?

5. Doug Plank, former Chicago Bear Safety known for his hard-hitting ability once said “As a Christian I learn to love, but when the whistle blows I have to be tough.  You’re always walking a tightrope.”  If we were to ask a group of teenagers, how do you think they would say many of us as adults are doing walking this tightrope?  What kinds of examples are they witnessing?

6. Walter Payton once said, “I realized in my second year that for me, performing well on the field and doing well as a professional football player made little kids look up to me.  God enabled me to communicate with them.  I found that this was the way Christ wanted me to spread His message.  My professional performance is God’s way of using me to reach out and touch kids and bring them to Christ”  

a. What do you think of Walter’s quote?

b. We’ve all heard the athlete on TV after winning a game giving praise to God.  Many of these athletes claim that winning gives them a larger stage to evangelize.  Do you think using sport as a net to catch sinners’ souls is in any way questionable? 

7. Read 1 Cor. 10:31.  How should this verse influence our attitudes toward sport and competition?

a. Read Phil. 2:3-5 and think of the same question:  Thoughts?

8. Is it legitimate to pulverize the competition and then “give God all the glory”?  I sometimes wonder after hearing a football player who just spent 3 hours smashing the other team what God would think of him giving “God all the glory” afterward.  Do you think God is glorified by this?  How about Ultimate fighting?  Where do we draw the line?

9. Rom 12:17-21 describes a spirit that seems to be in opposition to the “killer instinct” that is so cherished by many athletes, fans, and coaches.  How does a Christian athlete or coach obey this passage, and still retain a sense of competitiveness?  Is it okay to want to win all the time?

10. I have always loved the verses in 1 Cor. 9:24-27.  What is Paul telling us in this passage and do you think it relates to competition in general?

11. How can we compete in a distinctly Christian way?  Not just in sports, but in life.  (Sports, politics, relationships, the workplace, etc.)

12. I guess the bottom line question I’m asking is, How can we practice the same Christian values we apply in our family and church settings in more competitive arenas such as the workplace or athletics?

13.   Let’s end with a “feel good” story…Does anyone have a positive experience related to competition to share?

Scriptures:

· Phil. 2:3-5:  3Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. 4Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.  5Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:

· Heb. 12:1-2:  1Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. 2Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

· 1 Cor. 9:24-27:  24Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize.  25Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever. 26Therefore I do not run like a man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a man beating the air. 27No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others; I myself will not be disqualified for the prize.

· 1 Cor. 10:31:  31So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.

· Rom. 12:17-21:  17Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody. 18If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's wrath, for it is written: "It is mine to avenge; I will repay,"[a]says the Lord. 20On the contrary: 
   "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; 
      if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. 
   In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head."[b] 21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

