“The Arena”

(Get in the Game)

As many of you know I compare many things in life to the game of football.  The game of football has taught me many lessons that I hold onto today.  Leadership, discipline, perseverance, trials and tribulations are a few lessons learned.  

I look at my Christian walk here on Earth and see many similarities to that of a football game.  Below I will share some of the similarities of our Christian walk and the game of football.

Football


Christian Journey



Bible Reference (Verses)
Stadium 


Our Christian Life





The Game


Our Life




Acts 20:24 / Matthew 28:19-20

Tunnel



The narrow path



Matthew 7:13-14

Game Clock


Our Life on Earth



Matthew 24:29-31 / Acts 17:25-27

Head Coach 


Jesus





Colossians 2:5-7

Assistant Coaches

Mentors/Accountability Partners

Ecclesiastes 4:10

Teammates


Friends, Fellowship, BIC


Proverbs 27:17

Opponent


Satan, things that make us fall

Hebrews 12:1-2

Crowd



Witnesses




Hebrews 12:1-2

Locker Room


Retreat, Regroup & Rest


Matthew 26:36-45

Prayer



Prayer





Matthew 6:5-15

Preparation


Christian disciplines 



1 Cor. 9:26-27

Playbook


Bible





John 1:1 / 2 Timothy 3:16

Field



The Battleground



Ephesians 6:12

Helmet & Pads

The Armor of God



Ephesians 6:13-20

Boundaries


Out of Bounds = Sin



Romans 3:23

Penalties


Consequence of Sin



Romans 6:23

“Non Calls”


Grace and Mercy



John 8: 1-11

Offense


Discipleship




Matthew 28:19-20

Defense


Protecting




Psalm 32:7 / 2 Thess. 3:3

Bench



Resting




Matthew 11: 28-30 / Luke 5:16

Gains in Yardage

Steps toward Christ



Gal. 2:20 / Eph. 4:1 / Col. 2:6

Loss Yardage


Steps away from Christ


Matthew 5:29-31 / Matthew 18:6-8

New Series (Set of Downs)
A New Start




Romans 6:4 / John 3:3

Endzone (Scoring)

Well Done Good and Faithful Servant
Matthew 25:21

“The Arena”  

Questions
1) Where are you at on the field?  Are you close to the Endzone, are you experiencing huge gains in yardage 

or have you recently experience a loss of yardage?  Explain!

2) Can you think of a time you have experienced a “Non-Call”?  How did you respond?

3) How do you feel about your teammates?  Are they holding you accountable?  Do you have some that are 

bringing you down?  How are you as a teammate?  Explain!

4) Give an experience where you felt the opponent was winning.  How did you respond to that adversity?

5) What is your position on Offense?  What does this look like in your life?

6) What is your position on Defense?  What does this look like in your life?

7) Matthew 25:21 talks about “… Well Done Good and Faithful Servant”.  What does this mean to you?  

