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This topic started as a follow-up from “The Prayer Request”, where I want to discuss how God treats the things we ask of Him.  What happens in Monterrey shouldn’t stay in Monterrey.  It is evident that God is doing some amazing things through Back2Back Ministries.  At Camp Adventure a couple of weeks ago, I saw many kids say prayers to take steps of faith in Jesus.  But the move of God goes well beyond mission trips and camp experiences.  Does God need a request in order to move?  I want to explore it all today.

1. What does God’s movement look like?

2. How does God move?

3. “God is consistent but hardly predictable.  You can pray for healing for four people and one might get better.  When someone dies in spite of our prayers, or when something doesn’t happen that we prayed for, we tend to believe that God doesn’t always come through.  We get good at explaining to children and new believers why bad things happen to good people, why there’s evil in the world, and why “our guy” doesn’t always win.  But I’m slowly learning to refuse to be tripped up by such things.  When troubles approach, I used to always plan an escape route, thinking that it would keep both God and me from looking bad.  But He doesn’t require any such excuses.  The more childlike and less mature my faith becomes, the easier it is to invite God to come.  Never again will I offer up an explanation that spins God as weak or passive.  If God doesn’t come through in the way I want Him to, it should expand my view of faith, not shrink it.  It means there is something else going on, something I can’t see or understand, and I have the opportunity to be swept up in it or not.” – Beth Guckenberger, “Reckless Faith”.  Agree or disagree?

4. Does the movement of God affect your decisions?  In what way?  Explain.

5. There are moments where God will appear to grant a request and other times not.  How do you reconcile this with a loving God?  Does this reinforce the argument for God not being part of creation and happenstance?

6. More than anything I want to cooperate with what God wants to do in the world.  We all do.  We all know those who will ignore the commands of God and get hurt.  Some offenses are more serious than others and as much as the person wants to believe that their actions only affect them, When God doesn’t appear to be moving in a redemptive way, when should we step in?

7. Can we interfere with God’s movement?

8. My son Levi got his hand caught in a treadmill a few days ago.  Luke didn’t turn it on but was manually moving the belt when it happened, so it wasn’t as serious as it could have been.  However, I have repeatedly told all 3 sons that the treadmill is not a toy and can only be used when a parent is around and even then, only 1 person close it at a time.  While perhaps I should have had more compassion for my son, I told him I didn’t really feel that bad about his injury since he knew the rule and either just “forgot” (gotta love that excuse), deliberately disobeyed (could be his case, but doubtful this time), or just wasn’t thinking (that’s more like it).  I really want my sons to think about their actions and how they affect others and themselves.  It’s possible that no amount of warning would have prevented what happened since I’ve seen my warnings go unheeded before.  Does God treat us the same way where we know the commands but He will allow us to get hurt and then we blame Him for “lack” of movement?

9. Should knowing how God moves affect how we move?
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